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INDY NEWS

Last Monday, Congressman Joe 
Kennedy III (D-MA), who graduated 
with a law degree from Harvard 

Law School in 2009 and now represents 
Massachusetts’ Fourth District, which 
stretches from Newton and Brookline 
south to Attleboro and Fall River, spoke 
on his vision of  a “moral capitalism” to a 
packed audience at the John T. Dunlop 
forum held in Wasserstein Hall. The John 
T. Dunlop forum is run by the Harvard Law 
School Labor and Worklife Program, which 
aims to foster research, problem solving, 
and discussion regarding the relationship 
between work and society. The 500+ tickets 
available for the event were sold out, and it 
was moved to Wasserstein from a smaller 
venue to accommodate the demand for seats.

Kennedy began by acknowledging the 
context of  the government shutdown crisis, 
and highlighted the shutdown, as caused by 
“an administration that sees the livelihood 
of  ordinary Americans as a bargaining 
chip they are willing to trade away,” as an 
example of  the broader issues that his “moral 
capitalism” seeks to remedy. He expressed 
sadness over many examples of  government 
workers and their families who suffered 
without paychecks due to the shutdown. 

He placed this recent event in the larger 
context of  the history of  capitalism for the 
last 40 years, which he sees as a story of  
increasing shareholder profits at the expense 
of  regular workers’ quality of  life. This is not 
a new tack for Congressman Kennedy, who 
shared this story in his remarks to the New 
England Council on November 26th, 2018, 
where he acknowledged that a profound 
shift in American capitalism occurred in the 
60s and 70s, when “technology and global 

competition changed the game for American 
corporations, and they lurched towards self-
preservation - cutting costs, wages, benefits 
and jobs… and the United States government 
made a choice. One that we have doubled 
down on 1000 ways, 1000 times over the past 
50 years. We loosened the terms of  our social 
contract. We allowed - and often embraced - 
policy changes that freed the private sector 
from their responsibilities to the people and 
society that had helped them succeed… 
Through deliberate choice and conscious 
action, we recalibrated the American 
economy -- away from workers, families and 
communities, and toward capital, profit, and 
shareholders." 

Moral capitalism is based on reversing 
this shift by refocusing economic activity 
towards the improvement of  human lives and 
ensuring that nobody is left behind along the 
way. According to Congressman Kennedy, a 
moral capitalism would be “judged not just 
by how much it produces, but how widely 
it shares; how good it does for how many; 
how well it takes care of  us. All of  us." In 
his indictment of  “our broken economy,” he 
highlighted the intersectional nature of  its 
impact on those being squeezed out by the 
system: “We live in a country that has made 
it difficult to be middle class, excruciating 
to be poor, and downright impossible to 
be ‘poor and’ — poor and black, poor and 
female, poor and gay, poor and sick. We do 
not stand a chance until we come together to 
neutralize the weapon on which [the Trump 
administration] most depends: an economy 
that keeps most Americans hanging on by 
the skin of  their teeth,” he said. He made it 
clear that redirecting our economy in a more 
humane direction, with the dual aims of  

helping those who are now struggling while 
also providing for a more stable future in the 
face of  the impending upheavals predicted 
from automation and climate change, is an 
unavoidable priority for the public and for 
policymakers if  America is to thrive in the 
coming decades. “That is our work; that is 
our challenge; that is what we must do.”

Kennedy’s moral capitalism necessarily 
involves tax reform, demanding 
“significantly more from those on top.” But 
he also emphasized that taxation would not 
be enough; he called for Congress to “finally 
flex its muscles and actively disincentivize 
a ‘shareholder-first’ mentality.” Kennedy 
embraced many progressive policy proposals 
such as paid family leave, child care 
subsidies, and a higher minimum wage. 
He also expressed a desire to empower 
workers— for example, by protecting them 
from being bullied with noncompete clauses. 
Furthermore, he echoed past progressive 
voices like Theodore Roosevelt, as well as 
present ones like his friend and colleague 
Elizabeth Warren, by calling for stronger 
antitrust laws to curtail corporate power. 
He argued for an end to the notion that 
government regulation must be at odds 
with economic growth; instead, he insisted 
that smart regulation was necessary for a 
functioning capitalist economy, and that 
strong regulation would foster growth if  done 
right. Pointing to governmental action on 
climate change as a potential proving ground 
for this fusion between economic and moral 
interests, he applauded the “Green New 
Deal” announced by Senator Ed Markey 
and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-

By AIDAN FITZSIMONS

Moral Capitalism
Congressman Kennedy lays out his economic 

vision at the Harvard Law School
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Cortez. An audience member questioned 
whether or not these ideas were “socialist,” 
to which Kennedy responded that “I believe 
our capitalist system has pulled more people 
out of  poverty around the world than any 
system in humankind. But from the 1980s 
on, that has come at the expense of  the 
American middle class.” While he described 
himself  as a capitalist, he resisted such a 
binary view of  possible economic structures. 
He recognized that the increasingly socialist 

tilt of  the younger generations speaks to the 
real feelings, needs, and struggles of  middle-
class, working-class, and poor Americans 
who are experiencing economic insecurity 
under the existing system.

Many of  his proposals are already popular 
in his liberal home state of  Massachusetts, 
but Kennedy hopes to help instigate federal 
action on these issues. Clearly, Congressman 
Kennedy cares deeply about the economic 
and moral future of  the country, and we 
should expect legislative action on some 

of  his proposals in the coming years. 
Furthermore, it would not be surprising 
if  some principles of  “moral capitalism” 
appear in the rhetoric of  several Democratic 
presidential candidates in the lead-up to the 
2020 election.

Aidan Fitzsimons (aidan_fitzsimons@
college.harvard.edu) interned for Congressman 
Kennedy’s local Newton office in 2018, and 
did his best not to allow his bias impact his 
reporting.

Moral
Capitalism,
continued.

As Alfred Tennyson said so eloquently 
regarding love, “Tis better to have 
loved and lost, / Than never to have 

loved at all.” Clearly, and with all due respect 
intended towards the great writer, his words 
are most aptly characterized by the love and 
pain associated with the elementary school 
(and oftentimes beyond) tradition of  passing 
out Necco’s Sweethearts Candies and the 
temporary loss of  a tradition older than 
anyone living today.

Likely, Sir Tennyson did not experience 
of  the child-like thrill exchanging candies 
amongst friends and crushes alike, even as 
few people actually ate the candies. The 
clichés written became so popular that they 
can be seen in shows and stories ranging 
from Charlie Brown to the Simpsons. 
They were simple messages that included 
expressions such as “ALL MINE” or “HUG 
ME,” and they have been made for over 150 
years. Last year, Necco produced roughly 8 

million candy hearts which sold out in about 
six weeks. They have actually outsold heart-
shaped chocolates for two consecutive years.

Unfortunately, as reported on by the 
Boston Globe, the Necco candy factories 
were abruptly shut down as the company’s 
owners switched hands twice. Having to 
change owners two times in such a short 
amount of  time, Necco’s beloved candies 
will not be manufactured this Valentine’s 
day in order to reorganize the company and 
ensure the long-term future for the candy 
hearts. 

While expected to make a return next 
year, several candy shops are purchasing the 
“BE MINE” candies through alternative 
suppliers. The new owner of  Necco, Spangler 
Co., has released a statement on their website 
that any candy you see will have been made 
before July 2018.

Not to fear, however, as there will still 
be plenty of  other candies with sayings 
inscribed with sugar this year: Nabisco 

has released some limited edition Oreos 
and Krispy Kreme doughnuts also put 
out a line of  heart-shaped doughnuts that 
include several classic expressions. Sour 
Patch Kids hearts attempted to target the 
younger generations with expressions such 
“DM ME” (Direct message me, popular 
on apps such as Instagram or Twitter) or 
“Friend Zone.” In some ways, the temporary 
disappearance of  this candy forces one to 
think of  their own mortality. A staple candy 
of  several generations is becoming less and 
less relevant with derivative powerhouse 
brands imposing their own sayings/candies 
into the candy market. While they all derive 
from a source of  comfort, the tradition is 
slowly lost for now.

Graham Walter‘21 (grahamwalter@college.
harvard.edu) is feeling bittersweet about the 
loss of  candy hearts this Valentines Day.

Conversational Candy Heart(break)s
By GRAHAM WALTER

News Brief
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As Harvard students, we often find 
ourselves asking why the richest 
university in the world seems to spend 

so little on the things that we care about. The 
answer is complicated, but the reality is that 
the majority of  the Harvard endowment is 
tied up in long-term investments, of  which 
the historically strong returns are a large part 
of  the reason that the endowment is so large. 

Harvard’s $39.2 billion endowment is the 
largest of  any University in the world and is 
equivalent to the GDP of  a small country 
(almost the same as Cameroon or Tunisia). 
It is managed largely by the Harvard 
Management Co., which is known for its 
unique and ambitious investment strategy. 
In recent years, the returns on Harvard’s 
investments have not been as high as those 
of  other Universities and thus Harvard has 
taken steps to restructure its portfolio through 
selling and acquiring some interesting and 
seemingly strange resources. A theme in this 
change seems to emphasize a move away 
from an investment in natural resources 
that had previously been a signature asset, 
but also resulted in controversy in Harvard 
Square and beyond. Below, the Indy has 
captured five of  the more fascinating business 
ventures of  Harvard:

1. Brazilian Rainforest 

In early 2018, the Harvard Management 
Co. announced that it would be exiting its 
foray into Brazilian agriculture, previously 
a hallmark of  its sustainable investment 
portfolio. Bloomberg reports that Harvard 
had invested at least $150 million into the 
venture, with much of  the funds going to 
an agricultural development in Brazil's 
struggling Northeastern region. The farm 
was predicted to allow for larger returns 
with the production and sale of  agricultural 
products like tomato paste and sugar, as well 

as ethanol and fuel from the byproducts. In 
the decision to exit this sustainable growth 
strategy, Harvard cited that their strong 
returns came with “significant challenges”. 
What Harvard meant by “significant 
challenges” is unclear.

2. Vineyards in California

Fortune has reported that Harvard recently 
bought thousands of  acres in vineyards in 
Northern California’s wine country.  With 
this purchase of  the land, Harvard also 
gains the rights to the groundwater below 
-- an increasingly valuable resource in a 
region plagued with draught for nearly 10 
years. Harvard's purchase of  the vineyards 
and their respective water rights has not 
gone unnoticed, with some local politicians 
raising concerns about Harvard’s plans for 
the water.

3. Warehouses

According to Bloomberg, Harvard 
unloaded nearly $950 million worth of  
warehouses in a sale to Blackstone Capital 
Group last September; the sale involved 
over 100 properties around the American 
Southeast. Urban warehouses such as these 
have increased in value recently with the 
growth in e-commerce, as companies such as 
Amazon need space to store items near cities 
so that they can provide the rapid delivery 
services that customers have come to expect.

4. Uruguayan Timberland

Back in 2017, Harvard again made 
headlines when it sold over $170 million of  
timberland in Uruguay. The Street reports 
that this move was made as a part of  an 
effort to restructure the entire shape of  the 
endowment portfolio in its move away 

from natural resources. The Uruguayan 
timberland included almost 50,000 acres of  
wood-pulp producing eucalyptus trees. 

5. Kiwi Dairy Cows

The New Zealand Herald reports that 
Harvard sold a 5,500-head dairy farm in 
the summer of  2018, valued at over $105 
million. They had reportedly bought the Big 
Sky Dairy Farm, among the largest in the 
region, for around $32 million in 2010. The 
farm had reported losses in the two years 
leading up to the sale. Dairy farms were 
not the only natural resources gamble that 
the Harvard Management co. took in New 
Zealand, however, as they also previously 
owned hundreds of  thousands of  hectares of  
timberland on the central island. 

~~~

Though only containing a few examples, 
this list offers an interesting insight into 
the Harvard Management Co. and its 
work to preserve and expand the Harvard 
endowment. And while many Harvard 
students, including myself, struggle to 
understand why Sunday Sundaes are only 
offered once a week because, “It’s not like 
Harvard doesn’t have the money,” maybe 
it is because the dairy cows just aren’t 
producing like they used to. But I hope, if  
we are lucky, that -- with Harvard’s newly 
acquired vineyards -- good California wines 
and daily fresh berries will be added to the 
HUDS menu very soon. 

Evelyn Gray ‘21 (evelyngray@college.
harvard.edu) is on the lookout for a sugar 
daddy to buy her a few million acres of  far-
away farmland. 

By EVELYN GRAY

Kiwi Cows and California Wines
The Independent examines Harvard's investment history
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“We need to wake up, we need to wise up,

Come on Bacow, do it now, do it now, now, now

We need to build toward a better future — 

We need climate justice now.”

Originally performed by Sing for the 
Climate at a 2012 Belgium rally, the song 
“Do It Now” was instead resonating in 
Harvard Yard, bellowed by undergraduates 
resolutely gripping a sign emblazoned with 
an implacable, orange “DIVEST.” 

With the lyrics tailored to address 
President Bacow, the Harvard 
Undergraduates for Environmental Justice 
sought redress for Harvard’s ongoing 
financial entanglements in Brazilian and 
Californian farmlands, making transparent 
Harvard’s privatization of  land, which has 
convoluted many stakes in property rights, 
and breaches in public health standards 
due to pesticide usage upon these lands. 
The rally was in collaboration with the 
Harvard College Conservation Society, the 
Environmental Action Committee, ORCA, 
the Native Americans at Harvard College, 
and Fuerza Latina. 

On February 8, 2019 beginning at 
3:30pm at Smith Campus Center, James 
Walkingstick, the community chair for 
the Harvard University Native American 
Program, spoke to the tenuous claim by 
Harvard to indigenous land, professing, 
“And Harvard’s origin… they wanted to 
convert Native Americans to Christianity… 
and that’s the only reason why they wanted 
us.”

Vice President Ilana Cohen regarded 

Walkingstick’s inclusion as a speaker to 
be critical, imparting perspectives from 
groups who historically experienced the 
seizure of  their property rights.  

 Coming from a family background of  
farming, Isa Flores-Jones spoke to her 
personal ties regarding the divestment, 
affirming, “I have been working on this 
issue for all four years here.”

Amongst the speakers was also Zoe 
Grodsky, the eminent student organizer for 
the Divest Middlebury campaign, a timely 
appearance in light of  Middlebury College 
divesting from its fossil fuel divestments as 
of  Tuesday, January 29, 2019, with over 
80% of  students voting in favor, according 
to the Burlington Free Press. 

At Harvard College the first referendum 
for fossil fuel divestment occurred on 
the UC Ballot in 2012, with over 70% of  
the student body in support. The second 
referendum, proposed in 2018, still retained 
70% of  the student body’s favor, evidence 
that support has not waned. Despite this 
steadfast support from the student body, 
President Bacow remains openly anti-
divest.

The students began the march from 
Smith Campus Center to Massachusetts 

Hall, now chanting “The People Gonna 
Rise Like the Water,” originally performed 
by Flood Wall Street in 2014. 

“The people gonna rise like the water

We’re gonna calm this crisis down

I hear the voice of  my great granddaughter

Saying climate justice now!”

The role of  the climate-themed music was 
paramount. By inundating Massachusetts 
Hall - where many administrative offices, 
including Bacow’s, are housed - with the 
exhortation of  the song “Do It Now,” their 
urgency for the administrative recognition 
was palpable. According to the Harvard 
Undergraduates for Environmental 
Justice, Bacow has still not allowed for an 
arrangement of  a meeting between the two 
bodies. 

Marissa Garcia ‘21 (marissagarcia@
college.harvard.edu) took a class last semester 
about the collective power of  music and 
politics and considers this HUEJ rally to be 
its embodiment.  

By MARISSA GARCIA

Land Under Seige
Harvard Undergrads push for Recognition of  
Environmental Justice Marissa Garcia '21
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By ALAYA AYALA

A Helpful Harvard 
Romance Quiz

Last Minute Date Ideas for the Elite and Emotionally Bankrupt

A new year, a new semester, and already there’s a new wave of  class work and extracurriculars 
and jobs ready to leave you awake and struggling in the library at 3am. That’s not to 
mention the residual effects of  the winter holidays and cuffing season, all culminating 

in the ultimate holiday for putting pressure on a relationship - Valentine’s Day. I recognize that 
college students probably have it a bit more tough than others when it comes to putting effort into 
this holiday. We’re busier because our work comes home with us every day, we have part time jobs 
on top of  full time school. Here at Harvard, the pressure to take on extracurriculars is immense 
and time consuming. All of  the academic, financial and extracurricular pressure, piled on top of  
the pressures we put on ourselves to be better and do more to take care of  ourselves, makes it that 
much harder to work on maintaining a relationship. That said, maybe this quiz will help take some 
of  the pressure off  this Valentine’s Day by providing you with a perfect last-minute date.

1. What’s the best place to eat in Harvard 
Square?

(a) My House’s dining hall

(b) Jefe’s at 1am

(c) SweetGreen 

(d) Russell House Tavern 

2. Pick a Valentine’s Day-ish color

(a) White

(b) Purple

(c) Pink

(d) Red

3. Pick an activity to do instead of homework 

(a) Binge-watching Netflix

(b) Going out with friends

(c) Reading a non-school related book

(d) Shopping

4. Pick a place to visit over the summer 

(a) Home, to see your family 

(b) Anywhere with a beach and lots of  sun

(c) Somewhere where I can volunteer and 
provide community service

(d) Somewhere in Europe with lots of  
photo-ops

5. Choose a coffee order that sounds appealing

(a) Regular coffee, black or with a bit of  
cream and sugar

(b) Frappuccino, whipped cream

(c) Tea would be better tbh

(d) Triple, Venti, Half  Sweet, Non-Fat, 
Caramel Macchiato.

6. Pick an animal

(a) Dog

(b) Bear

(c) Cat

(d) I don’t like animals

7. Pick a genre of music to listen to

(a) Anything but country

(b) I usually like Top 40 stuff

(c) I’m more into Indie/Alt music really 

(d) Classical music makes my heart sing

8. Something you could not live without?

(a) Good food

(b) My phone

(c) Friends and Family

(d) Money

If your answers were mostly As:

You’re really just a chill person who doesn’t have 
much patience for fussing over details and whatnot. 
I recommend doing the most with the least for 
your date night. Recommend to your partner 
that for Valentine’s Day you just stay in together 
and spend some quality time alone. Pick a cosy, 
secluded spot somewhere in your House where you 
won’t be sexiled by a roommate. Turn on a movie 
or play video games together, order in some pizza 
or whatever it is you prefer to eat. Buy each other 
something cute and quick as a gift, like flowers or 
candy. Let the magic of  putting away your stress for 
one night build up the romance for you.

If your answers are mostly Bs:

You’re not much of  a planner, but you really do 
enjoy a good time. Chances are you’ll really succeed 
at this whole Valentine’s Day thing if  you can find a 
party or club somewhere where you can bring your 
partner as a plus one. You bring on the romance 
when you and your partner are surrounded by other 
people, but you only have eyes for them and they 
know it. For gifts, try something that’s easy to carry 
around, like some meaningful jewelry or a t-shirt 
that you know they’ll like. 

If your answers are mostly Cs:

Planning actually is your thing, and you love 
helping other people and being conscientious, 
so I’m surprised you even need this quiz. Maybe 
something went wrong or you forgot, in which case 
I think you and your partner will probably enjoy a 
date that includes the following. Take your partner 
to a farmers market or grocery store and have 
them pick out 10 random ingredients. Make sure 
a protein and some carbs get thrown into the mix 
or you’ll have a hard time making a meal. Go to 
back to your dorm and locate a kitchen with some 
privacy. Proceed to have a ridiculous time cooking 
together and trying to make something that tastes 
good from your hodgepodge of  ingredients. If  it 
doesn’t turn out well, laugh about it and order in. 
Let the romantic tension build up as you wait for 
your UberEats to arrive. If  it does turn out well, 
eat up and bond over a job well done. As for gifts, 
get your date something quirky that you know they 
enjoy, like Pop Vinyl from their favorite show or a 
succulent.

If your answers are mostly Ds:

You really like things fancy. Classy is actually 
your middle name. I recommend you give in to the 
urge to go a little overboard and spend just a bit of  
the money you’re saving up on eating out at a fancy 
restaurant (but not too fancy because there is no 
way you’re getting reservations now). Afterwards, 
head out to see a movie or find a free concert 
somewhere. Boston is always full of  bougie stuff  to 
do if  you know where to look. As for gifts, go off  
and get the stereotypical stuff. Flowers, chocolates, 
a mildly expensive stuffed animal or other useless 
yet adorable keepsake will make them smile. Alaya Ayala ‘21 (alaya_ayala@college.harvard.edu) is bartending 

on Valentine’s Day this year, but she hopes you have a great night.
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Someone weeps alone in the dark.

That’s how morning broke at camp:

Vince or one of  the other boys

Announcing fully in tears

The advent of  the worst pox

Adam willed us at age Ten –

To be motherless and far from home.

When we first met

The mountains in Summer,

The sight of  the lone thunderhead

Through a dew-stained window

Lingering to scatter the thinning mist or –

The crescendo of  bird-song

As the forest warms up to the day

Bound us to our cots;

Bid us to rise as men;

Said men weep at beauty –

Not in fear.

¡Palomo! War horse.

I thought of  you often on camp-nights.

In my tearless dreams

I wore brass spurs

And decked you in regalia.

Destiny promised I’d ride

A general’s steed.

Mamá said I would

Because all the generals she’d seen

Painted in Prado

Had green eyes like mine.

Mamá, with her regimental disposition,

Who read me many stories

When Manolo was still alive –

Stories of  valor and medals,

White horses and

Bright sabers unrusted

And unused.

In my twentieth year

I’ve come to learn

Loving mothers

Make partial judges.

This Summer is spent

In a trench dug deep and

Filled thick with motherless boys

Who play bridge under oil lamps and

Wish for more bird-song –

Less rain.

Here a few hours are lent to me while

Ordnance rumbles a sleepless night away and

Someone weeps alone in the dark.

Jose Espinel ’20 (espinel@college.harvard.edu) writes poetry for the Indy.

By JOSE ESPINEL

A Letter From Donostia
A Poem
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This week saw the 33rd annual 
National Girls and Women in Sport 
Day (NGWSD). Organized by the 

Women’s Sport Foundation, the initiative 
aims to celebrate the countless benefits that 
women can receive by partaking in sports, 
while also increasing awareness of  strategies 
and policies in place to help increase female 
participation in sports. The Foundation 
relies on elite female athletes and institutions 
to support its goals, and it is for this reason 
that Harvard held its own event in honor of  
NGWSD. On Saturday, Harvard Athletics 
hosted local children before and during 
the Harvard Women’s Hockey game at the 
Bright-Landry Hockey Center. With the 
hockey team playing Ivy-rival Brown, it 
was the perfect showcase of  many talented 
women performing at the highest level. 

Other female teams were asked to 
participate in the event by helping out with 
the activities for the children. Teams such as 
field hockey, soccer and volleyball were all 
represented, and roughly 50 young children 
attended the event an hour before the hockey 
game, making signs and interacting with the 
varsity athletes. Children as young as four 
were taking part in the festivities, wearing 
the colorful t-shirts that Harvard Athletics 
had provided, whilst older children were 
also present, playing cornhole and getting 
excited for the game ahead. With many local 
children experiencing Harvard’s generosity 
as well as connecting with current student-
athletes, the day was a resounding success 
— and the hockey game ended with a 
Harvard victory, the perfect way to end the 
annual event. 

As refreshing as it was to see so many 
people in support of  women in sport, the 
event was a reminder of  how much still has 

to be done to achieve equality between male 
and female athletics, at both the collegiate 
and national level. Whilst there is legislation 
and policies in place to help address this 
gap, there still are incomprehensibly large 
cultural barriers, as exemplified in the 
opinion of  one young girl who visited the 
event at Harvard. On her way to Harvard, 
she asked her mother a single question: “do 
they let the girls play?”. The shocked parents 
voiced their concerns at the event later that 

day; before even attending school, the girl 
had preconceived ideas about what girls 
were capable of  doing as a result of  cultural 
exposure. This should come as no surprise, 
as a study back in 2009 found that women’s 
sport only received 1.6% of  airtime on ESPN 
SportsCenter and other news broadcasts, a 
shocking underrepresentation.

By MIMI TARRANT

National Girls and Women 
in Sport Day

Harvard Athletics putting a Band-Aid on a broken leg

Natalie Sicher '21
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This alarming conversation only exposes 
a small part of  the larger-scale problem of  
women’s participation in sport. It is an issue 
that is not just contained in the United States; 
globally, various initiatives have been set up 
to encourage young woman to participate 
in sports. The benefits of  participation in 
sporting programs are undeniable, with the 
Women’s Sport Foundation saying that it 
helps to develop “confidence, strength and 
character”. It is for this reason that Title IX 
was introduced in 1972, a federal law that 
states:

“No person in the United States shall, 
on the basis of  sex, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, 
or be subjected to discrimination under any 
educational program or activity receiving 
Federal financial assistance.”

Whilst Title IX affects all aspects of  
college life, it has significant influence on 
college athletic programs especially. The 
opportunities and amount of  scholarships 
given to male and female sports, as well 
as the money spent on other program 
requirements, such as equipment, all come 
under scrutiny. If  a college athletics program 
has one million dollars to give out in the 
form of  scholarships, and the ratio of  male 
to female athletes on campus is 1:1, then the 
scholarship money must be split in this ratio 
between men and female programs. The aim 
of  this law is to create equal opportunity, 
not by dragging men’s sports down, but by 
lifting women’s sports upwards by providing 
adequate resources. 

Despite the unquestionably positive 

intentions of  Title IX, there remain many 
flaws with the legislation. First, there is the 
obvious fact that every sport differs in the 
size of  their roster, and therefore require 
different levels of  funding. There are no 
female sports that can match football in size, 
and as Division I schools are able to offer up 
to 85 scholarships for football, this takes up 
a significant proportion of  the ‘male’ side of  
the budget. In addition, these high-profile, 
high-expense sports are the ones that create 
revenue for universities, making colleges 
even more inclined to support them. 

As a consequence, smaller male sports 
that do not bring in revenue are often 
cut or dropped, as they simply cannot 
be afforded in compliance with Title IX. 
Another argument against Title IX is that 
it does little to tackle the stigma of  women 
in sport; whilst increasing funding can help 
slowly break down the stigma, there remain 
the gender stereotypes and increased male 
influence, especially in the sports media 
and administrative sector, which ultimately 
prevents women from participating in sport. 
Title IX provides the opportunity, but little 
is done to encourage women to grasp this 
opportunity and utilize all that is offered to 
them. 

Examining Harvard’s Athletic 
Department (and how it faces Title IX) 
reveals that the law still allows for certain 
loopholes. Title IX applies only to student-
athletes and has no authority over the 
hiring of  administrators or coaches. At 
Harvard, there is a huge discrepancy in pay 
between male and female coaches; in 2015-
2016, male head coaches made on average 
$114,196 per year, as compared to female 
head coaches receiving only $80,097. This 

inequity is exemplified through all male 
sports having a male head coach, and only 8 
women coaches working with male sports in 
any capacity. This is in contrast to half  of  the 
women’s teams having male head coaches, 
showing the drastic underrepresentation of  
women coaches in Harvard’s athletic set up. 

The stark reality is that whilst violation 
of  Title IX is supposed to be followed by 
withdrawal of  federal funding, this is yet 
to happen in the United States, despite 
the failure of  many institutions to follow 
its rulings. Similarly, the law does little to 
address the administration within athletic 
departments, and simply looks to try and 
bring about change in a superficial manner. 
Whilst NGWSD at Harvard was a step in 
the right direction, leaps and bounds are 
required to get the department to where it 
needs to be in terms of  gender equality in 
sport.  

Mimi Tarrant ’21 (ameliatarrant@college.
harvard.edu) awaits the equality of  culture and 
legislative recognition of  women’s sports.

National Girls and 
Women in Sport 
Day,
continued.
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After convincingly defeating the Boston 
College Eagles 4-1 on Tuesday, 
February 5th, the Harvard women’s 

hockey hosted the Beanpot Championship 
Game in which they played the Boston 
University Terriers. History was on our side 
as Harvard was previously 18-3-1 in Beanpot 
games against the Terriers. Harvard fans 
expected an exciting game as the Crimson 
were on a 5-game win-streak and BU was 
undefeated in their last 10. 

Despite an entertaining and close game, 
Harvard fell short to the Terriers in overtime 
and ended the game 3-2. Out of  the 5 goals 
scored, 4 were scored during power-plays. 
Notably, Harvard’s goaltender Lindsay Reed 
‘22 accounted for 51 saves, earning her the 
2019 Bertagna Award, given to the best 

goaltender of  the tournament.

18 minutes and 28 seconds into the first 
period, Reagan Rust made her mark by 
putting the Terriers up 1-0 on a power-play. 
A little over a minute later, senior Kaitlin Tse 
put the Crimson level with the terriers with a 
power-play goal of  her own(her fifth power-
play goal of  the season.) At the end of  the 
first period, both teams were level and it was 
evident that we were in for a great game.

Just 5 minutes into the second period, 
Harvard went up 2-1 on the Terriers with a 
power-play goal by Kristin Della Rovere ‘22 
(assisted by Dominique Petrie ‘22). Slightly 
over 10 minutes later in the second period, 
Boston University player Natasza Tarnowski 
leveled the scoreboard once again, but this 
time not on a power-play (unlike all of  the 
other goals in this game). At the end of  the 

second period, the team were tied 2-2, a 
perfect set up for a fast-paced third period.

Despite a highly competitive third period, 
neither teams was able to score, so we headed 
into overtime. About 13 minutes into the 
overtime period, BU player Sammy Davis 
scored on another power-play, crowning the 
Terriers champions for the second time in 
school history.

All in all, the Crimson played a great game 
-- with a historic performance from goalie 
Reed -- but unfortunately came up short in 
an electrifying game. Harvard’s next game 
will be a home game against St. Lawrence 
on the 15th of  February.

JP Vieira ‘21 (jvieira@college.harvard.edu) 
is a fanatic Harvard Athletics fan.

Harvard Comes Up Short in Beanpot Championship
By JP VIEIRA

Sports Briefs

Sports betting has raced to a fast start 
in the United States, with valuations 
of  the industry ranging from tens to 

hundreds of  billions of  dollars. Among the 
various legalized states, Delaware and New 
Jersey were some of  the earliest to jump on 
the opportunity, officially establishing a legal 
sports gambling culture outside of  Nevada. 
Being located in what may be one of  the 
greatest and most passionate sporting cities 
and states in the country, it is no wonder that 
Bostonians find both potential and danger in 
the idea of  legalized sports betting coming to 
Massachusetts. Recent legislation proposes 
exactly this, as Governor Baker is pushing 
for legalized sports betting (for individuals 
over 21 and non-high school or collegiate 
level sports).

 While many individuals may look 
forward to being able to put down $50 on the 
next Patriots Super Bowl or Red Sox game 
against the Yankees and adding a little extra 
spice to everyday sports watching, it is critical 
to think about the far-reaching impacts of  
the industry. While tax revenues for the 
Commonwealth to allocate towards urban 
and social projects are positive externalities 
from which we can all benefit, the rise of  
the gambling industry has also created 
thousands of  jobs for software engineers, 
financial analysts, and other technical roles 
in companies such as the Boston based 
DraftKings. After receiving an internship 
offer at DraftKings, a Junior mentioned that 
“the biggest allure, honestly, was that this 
was a chance to turn his passion for sports 
and coding into a career.”

 Baseball, long labeled America’s pastime, 

has brought a unique sort of  unity and 
pleasure to the country that has rarely been 
seen elsewhere. For how many other events 
or TV Shows can one imagine blocking off  
an entire day of  the week, every week for 
months, other than Football? For those who 
are not athletes but are incredibly passionate 
about a sport or sports, careers like 
journalism, media, marketing, strategy, and 
more recently data analytics, have allowed 
hundreds of  thousands to experience the 
same pleasure of  SNF during the work day. 
For many -- including individuals attending 
college in Boston -- Sports Gambling 
opportunities offer another avenue into the 
exciting sports industry.

 

Tushar Dwivedi ’20 (Tushar_dwivedi@
college.harvard.edu) looks forward to seeing 
exactly how sports betting plays out in Boston.

Sunday Night Football or Wednesday Nine to Five? Why Not Both?
By TUSHAR DWIVEDI
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Love is in the Air By FRANCESCA CORNERO


