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There's only a little over a week left 
until Yardfest, but the College Events 
Board has yet to announce who will be 

performing. We haven't felt this played since 
Frank Ocean strung us along until giving us 
hope with that livestream of him building an 
Ikea desk. With all the rumors of who might 
be coming or who might have canceled, it’s 
not hard to understand why Harvard students 
have so many trust issues. While we’re 
all starting to feel like Yardfest is a social 
experiment or that past years may have been 
a collective fever dream, we still want to have 
some optimism that we’ll get another college-
wide event for which to get trashed. In the 
event that CEB falls short and can’t provide, 
the Indy has some ins. Here are some of the 
potential Yardfest performers we can get on 
the fly.

Your roommate's alarm clock
That little digital clock they've had since 

middle school sure does have pipes. After 
sharing a double with them freshman year, 
there are now some sound frequencies you 
can no longer pick up on from prolonged 
exposure. You heard it going off just this 
morning at 8 am, and it held strong until noon 
when your roommate finally admitted they 
weren't making it to their 10 am today either. 
Forget any rumors about the artist canceling – 
this lil’ bad boy has been going strong without 
fail since your roommate started denying they 
weren't a morning person during orientation 
and have yet to admit they'll never wake up 
early to go for a run. 

Canvas notification ping
Okay, maybe electronic isn't exactly your 

thing but after your last Gen Ed you can 
name all of Canvas's albums because those 
notifications are the most reliable aspect 
of your life. This is more emo techno than 
anything, but only because every time you 
hear the notification you die a little more 
inside until you’re back to feeling like a sad 
middle schooler.

The dull roar of final clubs
There’s nothing like the sound of a school 

of salmon shorts swimming upstream through 
a river of spilled beer to get you riled up. Do 
you think they’re called boat shoes because of 
how much alcohol they can take on without 
capsizing? They’re first album, “Who Do You 
Know Here,” is still a classic and their singles, 
“Sorry, Our Grad Board Said No” always get 
the crowd going.

The resounding roar of 
Khurana about final clubs

His most famous single, “The Mission of 
the College,” may not be your favorite but 
you have to admit you bumped his album, 
“Transformative Experience,” alone in your 
room during finals last semester. Some of 
his recent work, like “Bridge Programs are 
for Every Other Peer Institution” and “---*” 
(*Pronounced “silent” or “nonsensical,” like 
how he is on questions of why he isn’t more 
supportive of first gen, low income students) 
is really taking off. You’re allowed to nod 
along because some of your closest friends 
are in final clubs and gave you permission. 
Just make sure to keep it on the DL and name 
the playlist you put his tracks on something 
discreet, like “Bridge Program.”

Memorial Church’s Bells at 
8:40 am even though you 
don’t have class until 11

Talk about bringing the hype – nobody could 
fall asleep through a performance from the 
most consistent reminder that some people 
actually like to see the sun rise. If you thought 
people were pissed when the Chainsmokers 
were rumored to be performing, just wait until 
people get word about this shit. Nothing can 
unite a group of people like a shared hatred 
for early wake up calls.

The Shuttle pulling away as 
you run after it

There’s a certain “whoosh” that the shuttle 
has as it accelerates away from the stop you 
just got to. Maybe it’s the blood pumping in 
your ears as you chase after it, or maybe it’s 
just your conscious scolding you for taking the 
extra 3 minutes to steal enough oranges from 
the dining hall to give you scurvy immunity in 
the case of another dining hall strike. 

Will whoever, or whatever, performs 
at Yardfest stack up against this list? It’s a 
wonder CEB hasn’t made an announcement 
when these options already exist! 

Hunter Richards (hrichards@college.
harvard.edu) wonders if Khurana will 
hold a Town Hall on this newest of 
controversies.

INDY FORUM
Yardfest feat.
     VagueHandGestures

By HUNTER RICHARDS

Performers we 
don’t have to 
wait for.
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The weeks leading up to Visitas provide 
an opportunity to reflect on how much 
Harvard has changed you. I mean, for 

goodness sake, there was a time sophomore 
year when you actually thought getting 
bangs was the move… Thankfully, you found 
roommates who will keep you humble 
and limit your horrible life decisions to 
hooking up with section kid and blacking out 
before making it to Harvard-Yale instead of 
something drastic like throwing out all your 
junk food because you want to be healthier. 
But your metamorphosis since your own 
Visitas weekend does not have to taint the 
experience of the newbies. Here are just a few 
helpful pointers to help you prepare to be a 
good host and not come off as the jaded mess 
you are now.
Set your alarm for the class 
you’ve skipped all semester

When your pre-frosh are here, it’s 
important to remind them that college is still 
about classes. Keep in mind that you removed 
the reminder that you have lecture from your 
GCal entirely after add/drop period when 
you realized class was recorded. It might be 
a good idea to at least try waking up before 
it’s over. You don’t necessarily have to go, but 
the facade that you’re awake and going to be 
sitting in the front row of Science Center B 
at 10 am is enough to trick excited pre-frosh. 
As an added perk, the early rising of the pre-
frosh for special events may imbue you with 
the freshness of your younger years (before 
you realized what being a morning person 
actually entailed.)
Block your booty calls

There’s nothing worse than going from the 
really kind host who offers to show them how 
the dhall grill works and explain the difference 
between Radcliffe Yard and the Quad, to the 
shitty upperclassmen who left them locked 

out of the suite until you returned with your 
hair in disarray and your underwear shoved 
into your purse at 2 am. Make sure that you’re 
going to be free of distractions for Visitas so 
that your pre-frosh won’t ultimately base 
their decision to come to Harvard on the 
atmosphere of House hallways late at night.

Figure out where the obscure 
buildings are

You do STEM and have never heard of 
Robinson Hall, let alone know where the 
philosophy department might be located. 
Pre-frosh are eager and still full of life, and 
you can bet they’re going to be asking a lot of 
questions about where every building might 
be for events. Being asked about Yenching 
Library still brings you back to the good ol’ 
days when Yenching Restaurant was still alive 
and well, but you’ll learn to hide the pain and 
answer as if your chest isn’t aching just a little 
bit for those quality dinners.
Clean your room

You know that you’re definitely not going 
to have time to clean the night before your 
pre-frosh arrives, even though you keep 

promising yourself that you will. You know 
damn well that you have a problem set due 
the day before and will be passed out after 
Yardfest and likely will sleep through picking 
them up from Agassiz Saturday morning. So 
there is no time like the present! Just start 
picking up things here and there, maybe even 
throw out those old leftovers from Kong that 
have been in your common room fridge since 
your last round of midterms. If you are feeling 
particularly ambitious, you might even wash 
those “kind of clean, could wear again” outfits 
with the rest of your dirty clothes. Really, 
you’re not fooling anyone.

The worn-out motto of the University, 
and its many iterations, may be to you just 
the stamp on your waffles. But to pre-frosh, 
it is the founding of a four-year experience 
with plenty of shows put on and togetherness 
feigned for the sake of others.

Hunter Richards (hrichards@college.
harvard.edu) embraces this Visitas 
showing and hopes to end the weekend 
a little brighter-eyed than when she 
began it.

INDY FORUM

Veritas… but Less Truth …More posing 
for the sake of 

pre-frosh.By HUNTER RICHARDS

…ish.
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In light of recent events across the political 
world—through a series of upheavals that 
started with Brexit and culminated in the 

election of President Trump last November—
there has been a substantial decline in the 
credibility of public institutions. Interestingly, 
this trend has not been limited only to the 
bodies of government, but has also been 
salient among media, think tanks, and expert 
political opinion more generally. How does 
a body such as the Institute of Politics, then, 
reposition itself to both communicate its 
disillusionment with the current political 
environment, and keep people engaged in 
discussions on subjects of critical importance 
to the nation? We ask this question keeping in 
mind recent events at the JFK Forum, and seek 
to understand its implications in the near-
term.

On Tuesday April 11, the forum hosted an 
event titled “The Road to Citizenship,” The 
2017 Pollak Lecturer delivered by a retired 
Four-Star General of the United States Army 
and founder of the McChrystal Group, General 
Stanley McChrystal. The event was moderated 
by Dean and Don K. Price Professor of Public 
Policy at Harvard Kennedy School, Douglas 
Elmendorf, and although it did not entail a 
question-answer exchange of the conventional 
kind, it exemplified the Institute’s grappling 
with its reformed role on campus. 

The General spoke at length on the subject 
of defining an attitude for citizenship, one 
which is built on “a culture of service.” 
Although many of his allusions to the 

possibility of a year of national service for 
young people aged 18-28, either civil or 
military, could have been obviously critiqued 
on standard grounds of individual liberty, this 
time they were accepted rather warmly by 
the audience. Liberals across the country have 
taken all-the-more willingly to the idea of 
picking up responsibility for civil institutions, 
it would appear, and undoubtedly, the IOP’s 
own purpose of engaging young people in 
public discourse is of paramount importance 
in times such as these. As the lecture asserted, 
the conversation about civic responsibility is 
one that young people across the nation ought 
to take seriously in a post-Trump world. 

But there is more to this notion of 
citizenship that the IOP has attempted to 
advocate through several events this year. 
General McChrystal mentioned that the value 
of a resource “increases because it is not open 
to everyone.” In other words, citizenship 
is akin to membership to a club, an elite 
institution, or even an empire. It is a “valued 
privilege” that people ought to respect to 
maintain its desirability. Surely, there is 
reason to believe that such conceptions of 
citizenship—and by extension nationality—
may be discriminatory; but to do so would 
be to miss a larger point, that is: for young 
America, the value of its civil institutions may 
erode over the course of the next few years if 
action isn’t taken now. This is not to say that 
the privilege of US citizenship, per se, must be 
kept from outsiders who seek it. It is merely a 
reflection of the task that this administration 
may leave future generations with, to preserve 
the desirability of this citizenship in the first 
place, and of the responsibility that all its 
bearers must accept.

It may not be unprecedented for the IOP 
to have endorsed such impassioned voices 
on the defense of public institutions, or even 
citizenship; after all, some would argue that 
is precisely the Institute’s mandate. But the 
environment within which it operates is 
vastly different today than it once was. The 
appointment of Gina McCarthy, President 
Obama’s EPA Administrator, as a Spring 
Fellow, of Ashton Carter, former Secretary 
of Defense, as head of the Belfer Center for 
Science and International Affairs, and many 
others, indicate the Institute’s continued 
efforts to not let its guard down like many 
others in the conversation have. It remains 
committed, clearly, to not succumb to a loud, 
fringe ideology, even if it may occupy power 
today. We must in turn play our part, and 
claim citizenship, responsibility, and action. 

Pulkit Agarwal (pulkitagarwal@college.
harvard.edu) asks the same questions 
in his own life that the Forum asks of its 
speakers.

INDY FORUM
Institutionalizing Politics 
in a Post-Trump World
By PULKIT AGARWAL

IOP forums in context.
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On Monday evening, new student 
organization the Harvard College 
Open Campus Initiative hosted its first 

event on campus, despite backlash from 
other student groups. They hosted Dr. Jordan 
Peterson, a professor at the University of 
Toronto who has recently come under fire for 
a video series decrying political correctness, 
in an event titled “Mask of Compassion: 
Postmodernism & Neomarxism in Modern 
Times.”

The group, which consists of a small 
number of students who have come together 
to promote free speech on campus by bringing 
controversial speakers, is itself nonpartisan 
but has scheduled more conservative 
speakers so far, as it believes that these are 
the perspectives which are not adequately 
represented on campus. 

Despite a great deal of social media backlash 
to Dr. Peterson’s appearance on campus, the 
event went peacefully (far more so than did 
Harvard College Consulting Group’s foray at 
bringing Martin Shkreli to campus earlier 
this semester – no fire alarms were pulled). 
Peaceful protesters stood outside with music 
and signs that read “Trans Love = Power” 
and students stood outside the lecture hall 
distributing flyers about the speaker and their 
opinions. 

Moderator Akash Wasil ’19, a member of 
the Open Campus Initiative, asked Dr. Peterson 
questions that ranged widely in scope; he 
often challenged Peterson to defend, explain, 
and expand on some of his more controversial 
statements. 

The first of these statements was Peterson’s 
objection to the use of preferred gender 
pronouns. This stance, which prompted 
his recent rise to notoriety among college 
students, is two-pronged—he says that he both 
rejects the  argument that government has the 
right to regulate the content of individuals’ 
speech, and he simply does not want to use 
those pronouns. He did note, however, that 
no transgender individual had ever asked 
him personally if he would be willing to refer 
to them using their preferred pronouns. He 
continued by asserting that identity is not a 
subjective experience, but a fact of biology 
and perhaps sociocultural phenomena. This 
prompted a number of attendees to hold up 
flyers printed by the University’s Office of 
BGLTQ Student Life that read, “Get the facts 
about gender diversity. Stop transphobia.” 
and “Trans Love Is Power.”

Dr. Peterson’s commentary then moved 
onto the topic of Neomarxism on college 
campuses today, focusing sharp critiques 
particularly on student activism and 
humanities education. He did not parse words 
when criticizing campus activists, including 
some who have been known to carry the 
Soviet hammer-and-sickle flag when 
protesting.  Peterson even gave advice to 
students who want to avoid having protesters 
at their events. If you hold the event early in 
the morning, he said, then those who might 
protest will “still be sleeping off last night’s 
pot and alcohol-induced hangover.” However, 
he did not discourage students who want to 
make a difference. His advice? If you want to 
change the world, instead of “shaking paper 
on sticks at people and yelling at them,” he 
said, you should “get your act together and 
stop whining and sniffling and go do it.”

Dr. Peterson continued to provoke various 
expressions of discontent among some 
members of the audience when he called for 
the women’s studies discipline to be defunded, 
calling it an “activist discipline” that provides 
“full-time destructive employment for doing 
nothing but cause harm.” He claimed that it 
is a scam “from top to bottom” because the 
academic papers that are produced have little 
intellectual credibility because they lack valid 
research methods—and then no one reads 
this research. Instead, he argued, universities 
should be emphasizing the importance 
of honing students’ ability to articulate 
their thoughts and arguments in the most 
compelling ways—including by exposing 
them to things they don’t wish to encounter. A 
university, he argued, has no mandate to offer 
students safe spaces, because being educated 
is not “safe”—various disciplines teach painful 
things that human beings need to know in 
order to understand how society operates. 

Despite the controversy of many of his 
comments, and the often very disparate 
reactions among the different groups in the 
room, there were a few instances that seemed 
to bring unity to those in attendance, even if 
only to an extent. First, when asked about what 
students should aim to do after graduation, Dr. 
Peterson proclaimed, “If you have any sense 
then anything you do would be for good,” 
evoking positive reactions from most, if not all, 
of the crowd. Secondly, Dr. Peterson garnered 
a great deal of laughter among attendees in 
his criticism of those at elite universities who 
protest against the ruling class—Peterson 
said “No, you are baby ruling class members; 
the only reason you’re not rich is because 
you’re young.” This was perhaps the greatest 
showing of unified laughter and applause that 
occurred throughout the entire event. 

While many students may not have agreed 
with Dr. Peterson’s viewpoints, very few would 
argue that his perspectives and his frankness 
are commonplace here in Cambridge. For this 
reason alone, the Open Campus Initiative 
has succeeded in diversifying the range of 
viewpoints we hear at Harvard.

Emily Hall (emilyhall@college.harvard.
edu) is proud that the Indy also presents 
a diverse range of opinions. 

INDY FORUM 
Open Campus Initiative 
Shakes Up College Life

By EMILY HALL

A new organization holds first event. 
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INDY NEWS

“I remember thinking that I couldn’t 
imagine anything worse than being 
exploited as a child and day in and day 

out knowing that no one is going to come get 
you.” Such was Diana Sheedy’s first reaction to 
learning about human trafficking. Sheedy, a 
senior studying Economics here at Harvard, is 
driven by this realization and it has prompted 
her to found and co-chair the Intercollegiate 
Coalition Against Modern Slavery. This 
Saturday at the Kennedy School, the Coalition 
is hosting its first ever leadership convention, 
the Intercollegiate Convention Against 
Modern Slavery. Sheedy was so kind as to 
speak with the Indy about human trafficking 
today, the coalition, and the aims of the 
convention.
The life changing realization of how ubiquitous 
modern slavery is Sheedy had while attending 
a church event a few years ago has drastically 
shaped her college experience. The people 
she has met who have suffered from different 
forms of exploitation and “realizing how deep 

those wounds are” convinced her that “this is 
the most worthy thing I could ever work on.”
After her initial inspiration, Sheedy reached 
out to a small group on campus that was 
just beginning to do research on Harvard’s 
procurement in regards to labor exploitation. 
The plan was to help shape Harvard’s 
“procurement policies so they have better 
human rights standards for their vendors.” 
As Sheedy became involved, the group 
transitioned into a partnership with the 
University that plans to put out a first draft of 
a procurement policy at the end of April.
Sheedy expressed that the policy research 
done in tandem with the University has been 
a positive collaboration. But she notes that 
academia and other formal ways of discussing 
human trafficking “tends to be such a narrow 
focus and you don’t get to see how it influences 
different sectors and especially how the issue 
is evolving with technology.” Sheedy states, “It 
is an issue in itself but it connects to so many 
things like discrimination, or poverty, or child 
sexual abuse, or immigration. There are a 
lot of complicated pieces. It is still viewed as 
more of a static issue – what it is instead of 

how it is evolving.”
This past summer Sheedy and the like-minded 
individuals involved with the research 
initiative got together to discuss their goals 
and how they wanted to work on this cause. 
“Where we saw the biggest gap,” was within 
the “roles of students,” Sheedy said. They 
asked, “what can we do as students that is 
really using our role to our advantage? What 
we realized was that the research work was a 
huge collaborative effort with other schools.” 
They learned a lot from other schools, but 
saw this tendency of schools to only work 
within their campus and not reach out to 
other schools. “Harvard had no idea what 
MIT was doing or what BU was doing and 
there are 200 schools in Boston and none of 
us are really working together. So we first 
wanted to see more students from other 
schools collaborate. And secondly, there are 
a few really passionate people on this but 
there is high student turnover so how do you 
really train the students who want to work 
on this and help them feel equipped to do 
this work.” As is often the case with the fast 
pace of college life and the even faster time 
in which four years at Harvard passes you by, 

Convening 
to Fight 
Human 
Trafficking 

By CAROLINE CRONIN

Intercollegiate 
coalition holds 
first annual 
convention. 

Diana Sheedy ’17, Intercollegiate Coalition Against Modern Slavery co-chair. Caroline Cronin
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leaving with the knowledge that you made the 
most of your time and opportunities is a prize 
highly sought after.
Sheedy further relates it to campus culture: 
“With things like consulting and finance, 
people attach a sense of quality and rigor to 
that work and then human rights work seems 
to be like a nice little thought. The reality is 
when you’re dealing with human lives you 
need really qualified professionals, you need 
the highest, most intense analysis. The human 
rights field has been doing a lot but there is 
a long way to go, especially in bringing that 
intensity back to students.” In so many words 
Sheedy has expressed the criticism many have 
of Harvard and institutions like it: why are we 
churning out Wall Street suits when we have 
all the talent and smarts necessary to save the 
world right here in Cambridge?
Saving the world may not have been what 
Sheedy had in mind when she founded the 
Intercollegiate Coalition Against Modern 
Slavery, but saving just a little part of it is 
exactly what it intends to do.  “When we 
thought about the convention we decided 
not to do a traditional conference because 
we didn’t want to just [superficially] educate 
people who were probably pretty interested 
already. So we have been going out of our 
way to contact student leaders and to make 
this practical and skills-based. Whatever 
initiatives they go off and do, either on campus 
or afterwards, they feel more equipped to 
do that knowing it’s influenced by experts 
and knowing what is going on in the field. 
Whatever it is, we want them to feel more 
empowered.”
Since Sheedy’s group is currently unrecognized 
by the college, the convention is sponsored 
by the Carr Center for Human Rights at the 
Kennedy School. Sheedy and her colleagues 
want the “framework [of the convention] to 
help people see where their biases lie,” and 
help people “recognize how those biases 
shape their initiatives.” This emphasis on 
intersectionality and realizing that issues 
transcend traditional categorization is one 

that is underlined by many student groups at 
this point in time. And so, the convention is 
broken into a series of sessions that include 
amazing speakers and student-led discussions 
so that all attending can learn from each other 
and reach outside their current skills bases.
The logistics of the convention and how 
Sheedy began this group should not take 
away from the true horrors that exist within 
the worlds of human trafficking and modern 
slavery. Sheedy stresses taking care of oneself 
while learning about these issues and facing 
failure in the face of human rights endeavors. 
She is grateful for a strong support group 
within the Coalition and among her family 
and friends.
For Sheedy there are three important things 
to remember: “First is knowing what keeps 
you motivated. There are many times that I 
just had to let myself feel the emotions and 
not to become numb when you talk about 
these things from an academic or formal level. 
Just remembering that as your fuel for why 
you do what you do is important because at 
the end of the day no matter how much you 
fail, every effort forward is going to help. I 
could never imagine looking back and feeling 
like I didn’t give everything I could to these 
people.” Sheedy knows that keeping such a 
perspective is crucial to the work she does. 
“Secondly, having a great support network 
– from students to teachers to mentors to 
family members – having people to give 
encouragement and keep you focused and 
honest,” is what helps Sheedy remember 
what she wants to do and how she is capable 
of achieving it. The Coalition is comprised 
of a number of dedicated students from 
multiple schools that each bring so much to 
the team and make it even stronger. The goal 
of collaboration is unachievable without the 
talent and efforts of every individual involved.
The final of three necessary components 
of her fight: “having a larger narrative 
underneath your initiative.” The Coalition has 
the convention and it also has the research. 
But beyond that, the collaboration creates 
a community of people capable of so much 

more because every individual does what 
they can. Sheedy compares the weaknesses of 
human trafficking initiatives to the recycling 
problem – an individual may not recycle one 
soda can because that one person doesn’t 
think that one can save the planet. “Knowing 
that everything you do helps and keeping that 
optimism really helps, too.”  Because at heart, 
“you can’t understand these things even at a 
surface level and not be changed by it.”
Being changed by the knowledge of human 
trafficking, Sheedy hopes, will inspire 
people to walk away from the convention 
just a bit more informed and dedicated. The 
convention does not measure success by the 
number of people who attend, but by the 
simple knowledge that more people than did 
before know about human trafficking and feel 
that they can move forward with their own 
ideas while working alongside other groups, 
schools, and individuals. Knowledge of human 
trafficking can be a controversial topic because 
of the lack of much hard data on the volume 
of it within society. And Sheedy acknowledges 
that perfect data may not ever be available in 
studying the seedy world human trafficking 
– but “you hear survivors talk and that is 
enough. Their testimony is enough for us.”
It is enough to inspire Sheedy to fight for a 
cause she knows affects real people every day. 
It is enough for a coalition to equip college 
students with the skills to continue that fight. 
It is enough to make a difference. 

Caroline Cronin (ccronin01@college.
harvard.edu) is inspired by the work 
done and fight begun by the Coalition 
and knows that this weekend we will 
come a little closer to winning that fight.

INDY NEWS
Human Trafficking Convention, continued.
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INDY NEWS
New Cabot Library, 

Clover to Come

Photos by FRANCESCA CORNERO

New in the Science Center… 
What do students think? 

“I’m wondering if Clover will take 
BoardPlus…?” – Alyssa Mehta ’18

“[Clover] is not what the majority of 
students want and it is concerning that 
Harvard does not consult with the people 
who will be actually using this library on 
a regular basis.” – Guy McEleney ’19

“While the Cabot space is pretty cool 
now, miserably trudging through work 
in a cool space will still be miserably 
trudging through work.” – Emelia Vigil ’18

See more on harvardindependent.com!
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INDY ART S

This week on Tell Me 
More, Dean Farris ’20 
talks about his high 

school swimming coach Mike 
Norment. Dean talks to Kelsey 
about Mike's ability to see 
Dean's potential and the values 
he helped him to develop both 
in an out of the water. Dean has 
made a big difference on the 

Men's Swimming and Diving 
team this year, breaking several 
records at the Ivy League 
Championships and earning 
the high score award. From 
teammates, to coaches, to golf, 
Dean tells us what has inspired 
him throughout his career as a 
swimmer and a student. 

Episode 4: 
Underwater Vision and 

Shaping a Lifestyle
By KELSEY O'CONNOR

Last call for contributors! Email your essays, poems, photos, 
and more to editorinchief@harvardindependent.com!

Tell Me More
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Recently, my hometown of Chicago has 
been abuzz in the world of hockey. 
With the rise and prominence of the 

Blackhawks, a new pride has enveloped the 
city that not just complements, but often 
overrides the typical baseball, basketball, 
and football interests. However, while I have 
not been to United Center, Chicago's prime 

hockey and basketball stadium, in almost a 
year, the Harvard's men's ice hockey team just 
returned from their visit. This visit, however, 
was far beyond the ordinary. The team was 
representing Harvard in the Frozen Four for 
the thirteenth time, and has a storied legacy 
filled with success. The team, however, had 
yet to show in the championship since 1994, 
and their last championship victory was in 
1989. As a result, Harvard's most recent trip 
brought a wave of raised expectations - but 
more importantly, a wave of excitement that 
truly transcended the pressure involved in 
competition.

Harvard's journey to the Frozen Four 
included one of their most dominant regular 
seasons, in which they won 28 times, to go 
with few losses. Theses victories included 
a Beanpot title as well as the Ivy League 

conference championship; their past two 
victories included 3-0 and 3-2 victories, 
with their last win over Air Force coming 
after shutting down the team's comeback 
attempts in the second and third periods. In 
the last 18 games before its semifinal match 
at Minnesota-Duluth, the team had won 17 of 
team; thus, their hot streak, as well as their 
consistent dominance all season, awakened 
the hopes of Harvard fans hoping to see the 
Frozen four title return to the team.

Almost two decades ago, in 1989, the 
Harvard team rose to a championship victory 
in a now unique fashion; their most valuable 
player for the tournament was Ted Donato 
– current head coach for the Harvard team. 
Although this season primarily included a 
string of victories, the coach helped lead 
them through a lone period of struggle, 
tremendously successfully. After losing three 
games within the span of a week, Harvard 
bounced back under Donato's leadership to 
win the Beanpot, and extend a winning streak 
that would last almost 18 games.

While Harvard's NCAA tournament 
representation has been impressive, their 
success in the opening rounds of play has 
been limited. Starting in 2002, the team had 
yet to make it past the opening round in 7 
straight appearances, extending all the way 
until 2016. This year, however, marked for 
a strong change, as the number two in the 
country ranked team took down Yale in the 
initial matches. Following that match, the 
team then started off strong with a 3-0 lead 
over Air Force. While Air Force pushed back 
strong with 2 points in the span of just 15 
seconds nearly halfway through the game, 
Harvard remained steadfast in holding their 
lead and emerged victorious.

With the game tied at 1-1, both teams, and 
many fans in the United Center, waited to 
see who would break the tie with less than a 
minute left in the semifinal. With Minnesota 
scoring first, and with just about 27 seconds 
left in the game, the pressure was on the 

Harvard team to pull out a miracle and try 
to tie. With one final attempt, Harvard's shot 
bounced off the crossbar, and Minnesota-
Duluth advanced to the title game. While the 
outcome certainly disappointed the team, 
their efforts this entire season, not just in 
Chicago, resulted in a campus reinvigorated 
by hockey. Breaking through the constant 
expectation of an opening round loss for 
the past decade and a half, and providing 
incredible memories through the Beanpot 
and Ivy Conference Championship victories – 
that made this season truly one to remember 
for the team, as well as their many fans here 
at Harvard.  

Tushar Dwivedi (tushar_dwivedi@
college.harvard.edu) can’t wait to return 
to Chicago and the United Center to see 
another game of great hockey!

By TUSHAR DWIVEDI

A Season to Remember
Crimson Hockey 

reinvigorated despite 
final loss.

[The team's] 
efforts this entire 

season, not just in 
Chicago, resulted 

in a campus 
reinvigorated by 

hockey.

INDY sports
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captured and shot
Sometimes, we all need a little 
perspective change.
By FRANCESCA CORNERO


