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Housing
D a z e

arvard students are control freaks,
so imagine how much they must be
vibrating knowing they have no say
in what residential community they get
placed into? You may not have any power
over whether you can hope for a single your
sophomore year or whether you need to
reallocate your budget from Domino’s to
mouse traps, but neither do we!
In spirit of saying things that have
absolutely no meaning, much like when the
administration starts making committees
instead of moving forward with any actions,
the Independent has come up with a Housing
Day quiz to help you understand what
neighborhood you should be in! Why study
for the test you actually have on Housing Day
when there are more pressing matters (and Where’s your go-to study spot?
interesting quizzes) at hand?
A. Dining Halls - fuel up while you suffer.
How late are you to class?
B. Lamont - why limit yourself?
A. I don’t go to class.
C. My room - who doesn’t love to give up
and nap instead of work?
B. Harvard Time is a life saver.
D. Widener - my mom would be proud!
C. I’m always there before the professor
even shows up.
How well do you and your
D. Did we have class?

Sort yourself
with this quiz!

By HUNTER RICHARDS

roommate get along?

A. We’re really close. Like, literally, there’s Who did you block with?
only 4 inches between our beds because
A. I floated because I don’t like drama. I
we debunked.
also still comment “fight me irl” on the
A. LS1a - remember when I thought I was
Facebook argument I started and have
B. What roommate? I have a single.
pre-med?
a folder solely for screenshots bc I keep
C. We take turns sexiling each other so that
receipts.
B. EC10 - f*ck those textbooks, amirite?
we stay on good terms!
B. By Halloween, I already had my blocking
C. SLS20 - Love how Housing Day is a social
D. I haven’t seen them in a while but I hope
group in position with a couple friends
experiment in who will study and who’s
they’re doing well!
in the queue as understudies in case my
River Running.
roommate started playing games.
D. Math 55 - haha just kidding, can you If you could choose any mascot,
C. My study group and I were busy finishing
imagine?
what would it be?
a PSet and forgot that we had to find
What’s your favorite kind of study
people to live with so we just submitted
A. Something intimidating, like a tiger or a
the form together. Both the PSet and
midterm.
break?
blocking survey were submitted at 11:59
B. Something welcoming, like a puppy or
A. Literally any time there’s food.
pm the night it was due, though.
Netflix adding your favorite movie to the
B. I just love seeing the community!
D. I blocked with my freshman roommates
line-up.
because the administration did such a
C. The one where your advisor just reminds
C. Something protective, like a bear or your
great job pairing us together and not
you that you have a midterm this week
grandma finding out you haven’t eaten
because I hated meeting new people!
and haven’t finished applying to summer
all day.
jobs yet.
Check the next page to see
D. Something chill, like a sloth or a senior
D. I’m screening my proctor’s emails, so I
after they just submit their thesis.
where you belong!
wouldn’t know.

Which “typical freshman class”
did you get talked into taking?
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Quiz, continued.

Mostly A’s - The Square

You’re so close to the Yard that you’ll feel bad
about skipping those 10 am lectures, but not
enough to actually get out of bed because if
you leave you’ll have to climb back up those 3
flights of stairs when you get home. Seriously,
why aren’t there any elevators?

Mostly B’s - The Quad

You didn’t really like those kids down the hall
from you freshman year anyways, so it’s a good
thing they got a River house because you’re
never going to see them again. Get ready to
spend the next three years defending your
house and reminding everyone that you have
a single. You’ll either have the most toned legs
by the end of sophomore fall or have planned
your entire life around the shuttle schedule.

Mostly C’s - River East

You know that you’re as far from the Yard as
the Quad but don’t let anyone else know that!
Yeah, you might have gotten lucky enough to
swing a common room this year but good luck
convincing your friends to trek to your suite
for a handle of Rubinoff. I’m sure your view
of the river is really nice, though!!! Now stop
posting it on your Instagram once a week.

Mostly D’s - River West

Don’t take it too seriously that everyone thinks
of Winthrop as the less-attractive middle
child that’s easily forgotten, or that Eliot is
the obnoxious older sibling that doesn’t invite
you to hang out with them and their friends,
or that Kirkland is the youngest that just
wants to know why Eliot gets to do things that
they can’t and gets away with way too much.
Hunter Richards (hrichards@college.
harvard.edu) hopes this quiz is curved!
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The Indy advises all freshmen to enjoy Annenberg while they can. Francesca Cornero

The Harvard Independent • 03.09.17

INDY FORUM
Yardlings on

Housing

Day

The stress of midterms
and blocking can’t
keep freshmen down.

Which nearly-identical red brick building will this year’s freshmen call their home?
Pictured: Leverett House. Francesca Cornero

H

ousing Day once seemed impossibly
far out of reach. A couple months
ago, when blocking groups were both
a distant concern and a nagging thought on
many minds, the festivities of the day were
the last things thought about. Instead, finals,
winter break, friend groups, etc. dominated
campus. Some were certain, while others
were stuck in between, left out, or confused
by the ambiguously frustrating and exciting
experience that was blocking. Therefore, the
months of January and February were spent
either in confident certainty or annoyance;
tiny frivolities seemed to drive groups apart,
while seemingly random new groups formed
out of nowhere. Now that students had an
incentive to make friends, the campus seemed
suddenly alive for a few weeks.
My proctor, parents, old friends, new
friends, and even grandparents had their
own input on housing with friends in college;
what to look for, who the people were, and of
what I should be careful. The advice seemed
to rush in from all different directions, while
blocking was right in the throes of being
The Harvard Independent • 03.09.17

figured out. Everything everyone said was
valid – but none of it was mine, and that's
what blocking and Housing Day are supposed
to be: opportunities to both make your
school, your friends, and your future home,
yours. The flavors of the experience, come in
wide variety: fellow freshmen ranged from a
tad braggadocious: “You know, I had lots of
groups that wanted me, but in the end, I had
to go with the best one,” to utter frustration:
“Eventually, I just said screw it and ditched
the original group and just went with one
friend who I really wanted to stay with.” It
is this distinct emotion, tied and interlocked
with the struggles and/or ease of blocking,
that defined the path to Housing Day.
The week before Housing Day included
nervous excitement, subtle hints from
upperclassman, along with the general daily
stress that accompanied class and work.
Although the anticipation for the Day was
huge, there lay a significant caveat that
seemed to undermine the entire process per
say. After speaking to a friend regarding his
general thoughts as we approached Thursday,

By TUSHAR DWIVEDI
he said: “If this was truly meant to be a
bonding, social event that brings together a
blocking group, house, or college, then they
would do it on a day (or days) unmarred by
large exams or projects.” The pressure to be
ready for exams and complete the necessary
schoolwork significantly distracts from the
initial glee that the thought of Housing Day
brings.
Messages paralleling “Oh, sorry, I have
something at 7am that morning” or “I have
a meeting at 11pm that night” to one that I
myself sent: “I have midterms at 9am and
12pm that day, sorry” add an unexpected twist
and source of anxiety to an otherwise thrilling
process. Thus, as we approach Thursday, one
can sense a duality in the mood within the
Yard – those who are done for the week look
forward to having a great time Wednesday and
Thursday before taking off for Spring Break;
others are simply trying to keep up their push
until the very end.
Per one friend's recommendation:
“Perhaps Housing Day should be kept on
the same day, but it is a requirement that all

harvardindependent.com
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Yardlings,
continued.

Upperclassman House flags fly in preparation for their new residents. Above: Adams House.
Below: Stone Hall, Quincy House. Francesca Cornero

exams and major school assignments be due
by professors the previous day.” While the
shortened time might increase pressure, the
thought of having a day without classes or
stress on which students can focus primarily
on getting closer to their blocking group and
discovering the future of their Harvard career
would be extraordinary. However, there is
one interesting result that has come from
the increasingly exciting and high pressure
atmosphere as we approach Housing Day
– groups have found new ways make their
Housing Day experiences unique.
When three out of the eight students in
a certain blocking group could not sleep
over that night, due to exams early the next
morning, the other members planned a
surprise study break of their own for everyone
earlier on Wednesday – head downtown, get
food, relax, and then get back to work. When
trying to meet up Wednesday night before
the day, another blocking group was able to
work around all possible conflicts to manage
15 minutes together as a whole group – while
the rest would be spent split, with some
members taking care of obligations, they
made sure they had at least one chance to pull
everyone together. As a result of the charged
atmosphere prior to Housing Day, students
and groups are coming up with increasingly
ingenious solutions to work around the
unfortunate challenges that seem to present
themselves. And while for some it may be a
packed day of midterms, excitement, and/or
disappointment, it will certainly be a day we
freshmen will never forget.
Tushar Dwivedi (tushar_dwivedi@
college.harvard.edu) wishes his fellow
freshmen a fun Housing Day!
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Currier
By ADITYA AGRAWAL

C

urrier can either be the worst or the
best house for you, depending on your
personality. If you are an intensely
private person, or place a premium on

INDY HOUSING DAY

personal space, you may be in for a glorious
three years. Currier mostly has sizable singles
– and when we say singles, we mean singlesingles, not singles within a suite. The house
boasts a conspicuous lack of common rooms,
which can be off-putting to people who
like being around others. Currier also has a
distinctly non-Harvard, budget-hotel vibe.

to sneak in parents, family and friends into the
d-hall for a quick meal. The Ten Man and the two
Solariums comprise premium party real estate.
It is only possible to live in these select suites as
a senior. The new House Faculty Deans, Latanya
and Sylvia, are incredibly invested into getting to
know House residents and improving house spirit,
which may often feel tenuous to new residents.

However, one aspect is irrefutable: the dining
hall serves the best fare on campus, and has some
of the best party spaces in the Quad. It is easy

Aditya Agrawal (adityaagrawal@college.
harvard.edu) hopes that Currier proves this
and much more to new Quadlings!

Pfoho…
Pforzheimer House!
By MO KIM

Few things are better than a sunny afternoon on the Quad Lawn. Audrey Effenberger

I

’ve had a thing for polar bears since I saw
one in a picture book in first grade. These
majestic snow-white creatures have many
faces: cuddly, fierce, nurturing, loud, yet
above all, warm. And over the last two years,
I’ve been beyond pfortunate to live in a House
that has fostered in me all of these pfeelings.
A fun trivia fact: Pfoho (or Pforzheimer House,
if you want to get technical) only became one
building in the mid-1980s. Prior to that it was four
Radcliffe dormitories—until Woody and Hanna
Hastings, who presided over what was then known
as North House, led a series of renovations that
included the now-famous double-decker dining
hall, which connects the four wings of Pfoho to the
present. In order to build its foundation, the story
goes, the construction workers had to bury an
entire floor underground. I’ve always interpreted
that little architectural detail as one about selfexamination, of digging deep into your community
and yourself and emerging transformed. When
I think back to my own feelings of trepidation
as a pfreshman sneaking into Sunday brunch,
The Harvard Independent • 03.09.17

I remember looking for the table where I would
be most invisible; now that dining hall is where
I’ve held raucous dinners with roommates, silly
arguments about America’s Next Top Model with
new friends, unexpected heart-to-hearts with the
only other person awake at 4AM during reading
period, and at least one game of laser tag. I wonder
how it is possible for so many different memories
to have taken root in the heart of my home.
I have learned here that sometimes the joy
and the fear of human connection come together.
There’s the annual Middle School Talent Show, in
which we relive the most awkward years of our
lives through copious amounts of denim and lots
of dick jokes. There’s the familiar hustle and bustle
of the ping-pong table by the Quad Grille and the
screams of frustration nearby as your friends
compete for bragging rights on Just Dance. There’s
the laughter in the Faculty Deans’ kitchen over
spring break, as everybody left on campus comes
together to figure out how to put together a vegan
lasagna. There’s the sobering weight of a shared
silence following a documentary screening about

sexual assault on college campuses. There’s
the cider and donuts and a crackling fire
every Sunday in the Comstock Living Room:
if you stick around after the part where you
feel drowned in the chatter, you might end
up by the fireplace with a stuffed unicorn in your
lap and the giddy excitement of a new friendship
in your stomach.
Which is the thing, I guess. People here have a
way of feeding you in ways you wouldn’t expect.
(They also feed you plenty of actual food, to be
fair: the number of Pfoho Pfriday churros and
home-cooked English Breakfasts I’ve consumed
at this point exceeds the number of weeks in the
calendar year.) Whether the “How you doing?”
in the hallway that becomes the reason you run
late to lecture, or the lunch outing to Zoe’s on a
snowy J-term afternoon, or the House speech that
becomes an unexpected outlet to work through
your childhood trauma, this place offers so much
that can nourish and engage you. And whatever
you’re looking to get out of House life, know
there’s always an open table for you here—just
take the stairs down.
Mo Kim (moseskim01@college.harvard.
edu) is excited to welcome new pfriends to
their new house!

harvardindependent.com
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Adams House: Life on the Gold Coast

By EMILY HALL

Westmorly Court always offers a golden
lining to a cloudy day. Francesca Cornero

A

mong Adamsians, the consensus is
clear: freshmen, you should hope
to be one of the 151 lucky people
who Adams House residents dorm-storm
Thursday morning.

Adams House, which was home to Franklin
Delano Roosevelt during his time at Harvard,
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consists of four buildings,
the first three of which are
connected by tunnels—
Russell Hall, Westmorly
Court, Randolph Hall, and
Claverly Hall. All of its
rooms have in-suite baths,
and most sophomores
have n-housing. Perhaps
most importantly, Adams
is centrally located and
conveniently close to the
Square, the Yard and most of
the other River Houses.
Beyond these basic
physical amenities, though,
are Adams’s more hidden
gems, in the form of people,
places, and traditions.
Notable among these are
Claverly Keep, Drag Night,
and the LCR’s organ—all
of which one might never
know about without living
in the House.
The people of Adams
House
are
vibrantly
passionate about their
love for both the amenities
and the people in their
community. Adams pre-med
tutor Vinayak Muralidhar
stated that his favorite
part of the House, “Is the
dining hall, because that’s
where we get to interact
with our extremely diverse,
interesting, and engaged
student body.”
Sean Palfrey amplified his assessment of the
Adams residents, calling them, “the happiest,
luckiest, friendliest, smartest, sexiest, bestfed, best-rested, best-read, most athletic,
most musical, kindest, handsomest, most
beautiful undergrads, tutors, staff and deans
at Harvard.” He further described Adams as
the House, “Where you can make more friends,

find more mentors, get better advice, meet
more lovers, win more fellowships, eat better
breakfasts, lunches, dinners, brain breaks, and
study breaks, and work, talk and eat in front
of more comfy fires at Apthorp Opens and
Teas than anywhere else in Cambridge and
probably the world.” That’s certainly a rousing
endorsement from a leader of the House.
This enthusiasm extends to the student
community, which often comes together at
events like Adams House Coffeehouse and
on Sunday nights in Apthorp House. When
asked about her experiences in Adams,
former Adams House Committee social media
chair Alyssa Mehta ’18 said “I definitely love
Adams because of its great location and fruit
water! But one of the best things Adams has
to offer is Carpe. Carpe is a social gathering
of the residents of the house on Thursday
nights with food, alcohol and activities.
The themes of each Carpe change weekly to
keep it a fun and exciting event. One of the
notable themes is Chocoholica, held every
year around Valentine’s Day and featuring all
things chocolate!”
My own experience living in Adams House
for nearly two years has been extraordinary,
and I have no doubt that I really live in the best
House on campus. I’ve loved exploring the
little niches and details of Adams, discovering
bits and pieces of its history along the way.
I’ve found the poem in the Claverly elevator,
the dragons in the LCR, and my favorite part
of the House (so far), the ceiling of the Gold
Room’s stairwell. I was ecstatic on Housing
Day nearly two years ago, and I felt just as
energized welcoming our new residents to
Adams as a sophomore. To this year’s new
Adamsians: congratulations on winning the
lottery.
Emily Hall (emilyhall@college.harvard.
edu) looks forward to finding more
gems in the halls and tunnels of her
home at Harvard.
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Lowell
House
By PULKIT AGARWAL

L

owell House is inarguably one of the most
iconic buildings on the river. Its bell tower
can be seen from miles out in Boston; its bell
wakes all of campus to Sunday brunch; and its
tradition of Thursday tea at the Faculty Dean’s
residence forms the centerpiece of most
students’ (read 'my') class schedule. Since
the house will be undergoing renovation
over the next two years, freshmen winning it
in the lottery can expect to find cozy swing
housing before eventually moving into most
surgically replenished housing their final year.
New Lowell longs to welcome its first outgoing
class this Thursday.

Kirkland courtyard in a quiet moment of winter. Francesca Cornero

K-H aus
Best Haus

I

f you love dogs and house spirit and learning
about classy alcohol and celebrating the
holidays extravagantly, then you will love
Kirkland.
Every morning, I have the pleasure of walking by
and petting Max and Bella, our Faculty Deans’ two
Bernese Mountain dogs. Every Wednesday night
since I turned twenty-fun, I’ve enjoyed learning
about the finer things in life at the beer and wine
seminar. Every Thursday night, I look around at
my fellow Kirklanders in the d-hall (which, with
its mix of small, medium, and large tables, calming
light yellow walls, and classic old-timey Harvard
charm, is by far the best of the d-halls), and feel
like I am a part of the best community ever.
The Harvard Independent • 03.09.17

Pulkit Agarwal (pulkitagarwal@college.
harvard.edu) is a sophomore in Lowell
looking forward to celebrating Housing Day
from the south side of the Square.

Why you'll love Kirkland.
By CAROLINE GENTILE
Every December, I am overwhelmed with
Kirkland house spirit as we celebrate with our
house-wide Secret Santa, which finally culminates
in our decadent holiday dinner and the infamous
Incestfest.
And every day, I am so thankful that the
housing gods blessed me with Kirkland.
Caroline Gentile (cgentile@college.harvard.
edu) is a senior in Kirkland making the most
out of her last Housing Day.

The Lowell Belltower, infamous bells not
shown. Francesca Cornero
harvardindependent.com
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The Harvard Inn...

...is, this year, the Winn... Francesca Cornero

Swing! (Winthrop)
What to expect.

By FRANCESCA CORNERO

S

o, you got Lowell, and now you’re excited
about getting swing housing instead
of cramped sophomore housing. To a
certain extent, you’re right. Most sophomore
housing in swing space for renovation
purposes is located at the Harvard Inn, a
hotel repurposed as overflow housing (also
known for quarantining the mumps-infected
students during the great 2016 outbreak).
These mostly consist of single-room doubles with
in-suite bathrooms, which are not fancy in theory
but are rumored to be spacious enough.

10
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A few “lucky” sophomores will end up housed
in other apartment buildings in and around the
square. In my personal experience, as a sophomore
in Winthrop currently housed in one of these
apartments, accommodations are cramped but
beautiful. You won't necessarily get a single, but
you might get blessed with a fully functional
kitchen. The location of the Inn is so convenient
that very strict dining restrictions have had to be
put into place immediately – everyone wanted to
eat there in between classes, and we absolutely
cannot blame them. Either way, swinging into
swing housing is something to look forward to!

Francesca Cornero (francescacornero@
college.harvard.edu) looks forward to
getting to know the new Winthrop House!

...and will soon become the...HoteLowell?
The Indy hopes that Lowellians will think
of better puns. Francesca Cornero
The Harvard Independent • 03.09.17

T

he week before Spring Break, the
College and all its constituents operate
on a last-leg mentality amidst a flurry
of midterms, theses, meets and matches,
and the panic-induced hysteria of finalizing
summer internships and next term plans.
Students of all years do their best to have
fun with Housing Day and spring break trips
while succeeding in all that is expected of
them. It is in the middle of this chaotic rush
that Dean Rakesh Khurana, of Cabot House,
has dropped the “USGSO Implementation
Committee Final Report” through a campus
wide email from deankhurana@fas.harvard.
edu, which students received after 1:00pm on
Monday, March 6th.
In this email, Khurana shares the “Final
Report of the Implementation Committee for
the Policy on Membership in Single Gender
Social Organizations,” dated February 17, 2017.
He states that he is accepting the majority of the
Committee’s recommendations and asking for
further review of two points: (1) the treatment
of women’s groups and (2) the extension of the
policy to large bureaucratic student organizations
such as the Undergraduate Council (a governing
student body of sorts) and The Harvard Crimson
(a campus newspaper). Khurana makes sure
to intersperse these statements with pathosoriented claims that aim to smother more specific
questions. The adage, “No one should have to
comp community,” accomplishes such while
proving that he is capable of understanding
complex undergrad jargon!
This most recent email comes last in a series
of emails and controversial announcements that
have plagued undergraduates and affiliates of the
Harvard community for almost a year now. What
began as a noble campaign against the horrors of
sexual assault, at least in name, has since grown
into a tyrannical attack on the rights of students
and student organizations. After publishing the
initial campus survey and making announcements
that a committee would review its results, the
administration has shied away from stating that
its primary motivations are anything but securing
the “community” and “inclusivity” of Harvard.
There are few (if any) that argue these tenets of
Harvard’s mission cannot be positive influences
on a student’s experience. Therefore, criticism
comes not from those who necessarily dispute the
intentions of the new policy, but, rather, those who
disagree with its execution and consequences.
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The Final Review?

Khurana, the USGSO, and student-athletes.
By HAILEY NOVIS and CAROLINE CRONIN

A particular section of the “Final Report” has
sent many athletes into a justified outrage. Under
the “Athletics” section heading of the report, on
page 14, the report reads,

“It is observed that some of the
athletic teams are already quite
segregated from the rest of the
student body. This new policy may
provide an incentive for them to
incorporate into more inclusive
activities and spaces, extending
their social activities beyond their
team. We also note that the athletes’ time commitments are not
unlike those of some musicians,
researchers working in labs, or
students heavily committed to
PBHA or other civic groups.”
As Harvard student athletes we commit
ourselves to representing Harvard to the best of
our ability on the field, court, and river. We can
spend around 30 hours a week with teammates
and coaches, striving to perfect the games and
leave nothing to chance. This time commitment
defines most athletes’ experience at the College
and means that the people with whom we spend
the majority of our time are other athletes.
The same is true of students who devote their
energies to student publications, service groups,
research, and more. However, Khurana’s and the
Committee’s listing of these few specific examples
gives the impression that all Harvard students
can be reduced down to the one extracurricular
activity that, apparently, defines them. Athletes
are not just athletes. Writers are not just writers.
PBHA leaders are not just PBHA leaders. It is more
than likely that these students fall into numerous
activity categories and are doing their best to
make all of them work.

Furthermore, the social groups created
through bonds with teammates are crucial to
the success of the teams. Beyond the physical
exertion, the mental and emotional stamina is
sustained, in large part, through the support
of devoted and understanding teammates.
This is especially true for female athletes. The
Women’s Basketball team, for example, has had
a stellar season. To support the women and their
endeavors, the Women’s Heavyweight Crew team
made it a point to attend last week’s games and
cheer on our fellow athletes. Two teams that
boast some of the strongest women on campus are
bonded over what it means to be too tall, too muscly,
too big, and – frankly – too good at what we do to
care what those descriptions mean outside of real
friends and teammates. Recognizing the benefit
of this support and the true potential of solidarity
is perhaps important this week even more than
usual with the celebration of U.N.-designated
International Women’s Day on Wednesday, March
8th.
It has been our experience that Harvard
students are constantly reaching out and making
connections through a variety of mediums to
support our peers, not the list of which is athletics.
If Dean Khurana truly wishes to raise the standards
of community and inclusivity at Harvard College,
we ask that at least he do it without dismissing
the efforts and accomplishments of women’s
groups, athletes, and other students dedicated to
a number of demanding passions.
Hailey Novis (haileynovis@college.harvard.
edu) is a Varsity athlete, a manager of
Harvard Student Agencies, a Boston lab
researcher, and teaches children with
disabilities to swim on the weekends. But
perhaps she should be “extending social
activities beyond [her] team.”
Caroline
Cronin
(ccronin01@college.
harvard.edu) has already read Chaucer.
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captured and shot

The Indy wishes all freshmen a happy Housing Day!
By FRANCESCA CORNERO
12
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