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On Wednesday February 22nd, Donald 
Trump rescinded President Obama’s 
protections for transgender students. 

The protections, put in place during the 
Obama administration, allowed public school 
students to use the bathroom that aligns with 
their gender identity. Under the new policies 
of the Trump administration, individual 
schools will be free to allow students to use the 
bathroom of their choice, but no protections 
are in place for students in schools that force 
them into bathrooms based on sex assigned at 
birth.

Reactions around the country have been 
swift and outraged. Celebrities from Laverne 
Cox to Lady Gaga to Secretary of Education 
Betsy DeVos have spoken out against the order. 

At Harvard, Sheehan Scarborough, Director of 
the Harvard College Office of BGLTQ Student 
Life, released a statement in support of 
transgender students. The statement, released 
Friday, serves as an affirmation of Harvard’s 
continued protections for trans students and 
commitment to supporting trans members of 
the community, addresses trans students.

Although the commitment of the Office of 
BGLTQ Student Life is admirable, Harvard’s 
support of transgender students has 
historically proved inadequate to address 
the needs of trans students. Gender-neutral 
housing was only made available in every 
upperclassmen house in 2015, and access to 

gender-neutral housing for first years is still 
severely limited.

In response to both the Trump 
announcement and to the administration’s 
resistance to adopt more trans-inclusive 
policies, Trans Task Force, a student group 
focused on transgender issues, held a rally 
in front of University Hall to show support 
for trans students at Harvard and across the 
country. The rally, attended by dozens from 
the Harvard community and beyond, featured 
speakers from Queer Students and Allies, 
the Black Students Association, the Harvard 
Islamic Society, the first year BGLTQ specialty 
proctors, and Harvard Staff.

INDY FORUM

Confronting 
Transphobia By MEGAN SIMS

One action 
at a time.

Rally for Trans Rights on Monday, Feb. 27th. Megan Sims
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The rally, planned quickly in response to 

recent events, integrated voices of concern 
and anger towards the policies of the country 
and the university with a sense of solidarity 
and determination. The rallying cry present 
throughout protests at Harvard and across the 
country of “What do we want? Justice. When 
do we want it? Now. If we don’t get it, shut it 
down” rang throughout the yard on Monday 
evening. Over and over. 

Speakers at the rally talked frequently 
from places of personal experience. First year 
BGLTQ proctor Lispeth Tibbits-Nutt spoke 
poignantly of what it’s like to feel your own 
skin. She talked about being a masculine 
presenting woman and the way she has 
spent years apologizing for others’ confusion 
and uncertainty about her gender. Sheehan 
Scarborough shared his experiences of feeling 
isolated and invalidated in his own identity.

The right of every person to feel safe in 
their school and in their environment should 
not be questioned. Yet for trans students, 
this right is frequently under attack by bills 
that seek to keep them out of public spaces, 
out of bathrooms. Jonathan Roberts ’17, 
who facilitated at the rally, drew parallels 

between the current legislation of the use of 
bathrooms by people who identify as trans 
and the separate bathrooms for white people 
and black people put in place in the not so 
distant past.

To go into a public restroom should not be 
a source of anxiety. Yet the current policies 
of the Trump administration force trans 
students to choose between confronting 
gender dysphoria by entering the bathroom 
aligning with their assigned sex at birth and 
facing potential violence and backlash by 
using the correct bathroom. This is a choice 
no one should be forced to make, but it’s a 
choice many Americans confront daily.

We are not free of such discrimination 
at Harvard. Just last year, a gender-neutral 
restroom sign was defaced in Eliot House. 
Even here, trans students are still subject to 
discrimination and violence. But as Mo Kim 
’18 said in their speech at the rally, “We are 
here. We are loved.” We can only hope that 
such sentiment prevails.
Megan Sims ’18 (megansims@college.
harvard.edu) loves and supports her 
trans friends and hopes to continue the 
fight to protect them.

Surely the staff of Satire V are good, 
decent people that work hard to bring 
laughter into our lives. “In Defense of the 

Immigration Ban (First Post)”—the top piece 
on their website as of this writing—makes me 
think differently, however. It makes me think 
that the hollow straw men T.S. Eliot describes 
in “The Hollow Men” take over Satire V every 
once in a while to write vitriol instead of 
incisive satire. 

This piece appeared a day after an op-
ed arguing for the legitimacy of President 
Trump’s immigration ban was published 
in The Harvard Crimson. Although Satire V 
justifiably points out that it sounds clumsy 
at times, the op-ed makes important points 
to consider in this debate. But to be clear, 
I am not writing in defense of the op-ed’s 
argument. What bothers me is how baselessly 
vicious Satire V’s parody was in making fun of 
the op-ed and its author.

Let’s take a look at a few standout lines.

“I have yet to visit Puerto Rico, 
but I would like to go sometime. 
(I have the money to do so, by 

the way ;)

Not with a bang but 
with straw men.

By DAN VALENZUELA

Transphobia, continued.

Attendees of the Rally for Trans Rights gather outside of University Hall. Megan Sims

This is How 

Satire 
Ends
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The first line of the parody already attacks 

a manufactured boogeyman. I have no clue 
where the idea that the author of the op-ed 
was rich came from. The original op-ed had 
zero mention of money. The original author 
is not even a public figure. Maybe some 
Facebook stalking provided such an idea. 
Or maybe the mere fact that the author is 
defending a Republican president’s policy is 
enough to jump to conclusions. But I’ll refrain 
from drawing those conclusions here.

“My purpose in writing this 
is entirely to spark pointless 
controversy, because I fucking 
thrive off it and it’s not like I have 
anything worthwhile to say. Also, 
to remind us all of who we are 
(or who we should be, i.e. white 
men), what we (I) foundationally 
believe in (white supremacy) 
and the difficult task we face in 
balancing ‘giving a shit about 
anyone but ourselves’ with ‘living 
in fear of the hate we engender 
by our own actions.’
Besides the hackneyed and lazy use of 

parentheticals, it is obvious that the parody 
turns into a thinly veiled think piece that is—
to use Satire V’s words—morally oblivious and 
intellectually sloppy. Actually, those words 
are still a little sloppy and harsh. Let’s just say 
these lines are narrow-minded.

First, these lines are narrow-minded in 
suggesting that the author of the op-ed had 
nothing worthwhile to say. I would expect 
more respect for a fellow Harvard student 
who has enough brains to end up here and 
maintain enrollment.

Second, they are narrow-minded in 
suggesting that the author is a white 
supremacist. The values of freedom that the 
author espouses have nothing to do with race. 
Maintaining those values is difficult in reality, 
and it often forces us to deal with things like 
race in ways that do not necessarily amount 
to white supremacy. 

Third, they are narrow-minded in 
describing the difficulty of supporting 
important values. It is disingenuous to 
suggest that the author’s support of national 

values lacks any consideration of compassion 
or empathy. More often than not, even when 
one is compassionate and empathetic, what is 
right does not always align with what is good.  

Lastly, these lines are narrow-minded 
in continuing the unimaginative use of 
parentheticals (26 variations of the same 
thing, by my count).

Then there are the last lines of the parody, 
directly ridiculing the author:

“Kevin K. Kullen ’18, the former 
secretary of the Harvard 
Republican Club, feels the 
need to insert his shit opinion 
wherever it’s not wanted in the 
form of prose that sound like a 
9th grader who just discovered 
a thesaurus. He is the worst 
kind of section kid. The “views” 
“expressed” in this article are 
strictly those of the author.
This sums up the entire tone of the 

piece. The contempt for the op-ed author 
and disregard for any opinion on the right 
of the ideological spectrum are clear. If 
these comments came from the opposite 
point of view, they would not sound all that 
different from the comments of well-known 
conservative firebrands like Rush Limbaugh. 

Some may think that I am a crank that 
can’t take a joke, or that I am a conservative 
defending another conservative. But just take 
a look at The Onion—the satirical news site that 
Satire V tries to emulate—and their coverage of 
Mr. Trump. Despite all of Mr. Trump’s enacted 
polices that some may describe as horrific, The 
Onion still satirizes without adding ideological 
color. 

What makes The Onion stand out in their 
satire is their ability to point out some kernel 
of truth. For example, an article like “Steve 
Bannon Marks Draft Of Executive Order He 
Likes With Noxious Pheromone Secretion” 
humorously points out what everyone sees: 
Mr. Bannon seems to have an unusual amount 
of influence with Mr. Trump. In contrast, 
baselessly pointing out that someone is rich, 
a white supremacist, and stupid is more crude 
than comedic.

I will admit that there are a few lines in 
Satire V’s parody that are funny in pointing 
out a kernel of truth, like this one: “Can 
you imagine if we let in a group of violent 
religious foreigners set on destroying the 
native population?* / *Who weren’t white?” 
But as seen in the previously quoted lines, it 
is apparent that not enough time nor effort 
were given to make the rest of the piece just 
as funny and incisive.

I regret having to write this article as I 
usually find most of Satire V’s pieces well-done. 
The straw men propped up and beat down in 
this parody are not par for the course. But if 
it’s true that the usual staffers were replaced 
by the hollow figures in T.S. Eliot’s poem, it 
only seems fitting for straw men to fight other 
straw men.

Dan Valenzuela (dvalenzuela@college.
harvard.edu) wonders if Satire V will do 
better in satirizing him and this article.

This is How 
Satire Ends,

continued.
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As I walked up the steps of Agassiz Theater 
on my way to perform in Ghungroo, 
I couldn’t help but think back to the 

first time I had been to the Ag: March of my 
junior year of high school. Five years ago. On 
my Harvard College admissions tour. I almost 
stopped out of disbelief that here I was, in the 
same place, five years later—but on the other 
end of everything. When I had first traipsed 
up these steps, my mind was dancing with 
all of the possibilities of what could be if I 
got into Harvard. I remember learning about 
Ghungroo in the admissions presentation, and 
here I was, on my way to perform in it, as a 
senior at Harvard.

Not only did I feel incredibly old in this 
moment of realization, but I also felt a surge 
of panic. I only have three months left to do all 
of the things that come with being a Harvard 
student.  So I did what any self-respecting 
Harvard student does when they realize they 
have a deadline coming up: make a to-do list. 
A senior spring bucket list, if you will. Some 
of the activities are Harvard-specific while 
others pertain to Cambridge/Boston/New 
England, but I hope to complete all of them by 
May 25th, 2017. And I hope you will too, by the 
time you graduate!

The first thing I could check off was:

1. Participate in some sort of dance 
or fashion show. Ghungroo, Expressions, 
Identities, Eleganza, you name it. This was 
my first year dancing in Ghungroo and it is 
one of my top five favorite things I’ve done 
at Harvard. Senior dance is #lit. Make sure 
you sign up quickly though—the spots fill up 
fast! Even if you decide not to be a dancer, at 
least go see the show, because it is amazingly 
colorful and high-energy!

Now, what else could I do before graduating 
and being an “adult”?

2. Eat at Top of the Hub. I hear the view 
is beautiful up there, especially at nighttime. 
Actually, I know this is true because I’ve 
stalked enough “Happy 8 month Anniversary” 
Instagram posts taken here. Even if you don’t 
have an 8-month anniversary to celebrate, 
find another reason and treat yourself!

3. Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in 
Boston. Festivities begin as early as this 
weekend with Harpoon’s St. Patrick’s Festival!

4. Actually attend one of those 
events with a super cool world 
leader or celebrity, even though it may 
conflict with class or require you to wait in 
line for hours (lookin’ at you, Rihanna).

5. Make the trek out to Walden 
Pond and be Thoreau-ly impressed by the 
beauty of nature.

6. Invoke your FERPA rights and 
check out your admissions record. I’ve always 
wondered why they let me in here…

7. Go out to get a scorpion bowl at 
the Kong with blockmates instead of just 
ordering scalpans to the room.

8. Pull an all-nighter for fun  (not for 
psets or midterms or thesis like usual)

9. Run some sort of race in Boston 
(could be a 5k, could be a marathon) Or just go 
running along the Charles River. Or walking.

10. Speaking of the river, it’s a 
great place to have a picnic! Once it 
is consistently over 60 degrees outside, that is. 
If you’ve already done a riverside picnic, level 
up and take your picnic to Boston Common.

11. Go see the Donkey Show. I’m 
not sure what this entails exactly, but I’ve 
heard good things.

12. Do work at the Boston Public 
Library. Get out of the Harvard Bubble, or at 
least just Lamont!

13. Hit up Ben & Jerry’s at 
Garagebucks and order a 
Vermonster. It’s 20 scoops of ice cream 
and plenty of toppings, so make sure you 
bring some friends to help you finish it all! Or 
at least make sure you’re really, really hungry 
for ice cream. We don’t judge.

14. Take a trip to the Cape for a 
weekend. Use that Zipcar membership!

15. Felipe’s. Rooftop. Bar.

16. Climb the Bunker Hill 
monument at the end of the 
Freedom Trail! It’s only 294 steps, which 
will be great exercise the day after you polish 
off those Felipe’s margaritas and burrito from 
the night before.

17. Hang out at the Lawn on D (get 
your mind out of the gutter!)

18.Stargaze. Visit either the Observatory 
on campus or the Coit Observatory, which is 
open to the public every Wednesday night.

19. Drink 16 oz. of Boston’s best 
hard cider FOR FREE at Downeast, 
Thursday through Sunday. It’s a hike to get to 
this part of Boston, but for their cider, I’m sure 
it is so worth it.

20. Take a step back and appreciate 
the wonderful opportunity we’ve 
had to go to Harvard. Become nostalgic 
about literally everything. Then resume 
being a fun-seeking degenerate because 
#seniorspring.

Caroline Gentile ’17 (cgentile@college.
harvard.edu) wrote this list to avoid 
writing her thesis.

INDY FORUM

A bucket list.
BY CAROLINE GENTILE
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The liberal cause has advocated a variety 
of policies in the past century. These 
have been consistent neither across 

regions, nor through time. But hardly ever 
before has it seemed so pressing a challenge 
to reorient liberal advocacy for the greater 
good than it does across much of the West 
today.

A series of challenges paved the way for a 
breakdown in global governance through 2016: 
turmoil in the Middle East continually pushing 
refugees out of the region and into Europe; UK’s 
vote to leave the European Union amidst chaotic 
domestic polarization; and, perhaps most notably, 
the election of President Trump. Given the 
significant risk that each of these events poses 
to global liberalism, it is worth identifying how 
things went so wrong so suddenly.

Much of the violence in less-developed parts 
of the world is not as unprecedented as it seems 
today. The Middle East has witnessed modern 
conflict since the unification of Saudi Arabia, the 
beginning of the Arab-Israeli conflict, up until the 
recent war in Iraq. 

Perhaps what is different this time, though, 
is the nature of the threat this violence poses to 
other populations, and the response of hegemonic 
powers to its growing presence. ISIS has been 
identified as not just an ideologically corrupt 
and repressive regime, but also a terrorist 
organization. Its sympathizers and operatives 
have carried out attacks in several western cities, 
and have cost many lives. Further, unlike the Bush 
administration that responded to threat from 
Iraq quite aggressively, President Obama seemed 
unusually circumspect in launching military 
intervention in Syria. The territorial ambitions 

of ISIS coupled with the reticent response it has 
evoked from Western powers has meant that 
the region continues to find stasis in war and 
uncertainty.

Unfortunately, however, this is hardly the full 
story. President Trump’s policies towards the 
Middle East extend far beyond his hatred for ISIS 
(which he claims he will eventually destroy). His 
recent executive order on immigration, put in 
place within a week of his entering office, has 
made clear his intentions to not just distance the 
US from global problems, but also from global 
populations. In fact, he seems to draw little 
distinction between the two.

How then should liberals respond? Clearly, the 
moral legitimacy of the liberal argument for freer 
borders has lost its appeal with many voters, and 
there is a growing sense of anxiety among the 
US underclass that the system they so willingly 
trusted has turned against them. 

Perhaps the truth might help. Unlike claims 
made by the White House, for instance, violence 
has been falling across the United States; the 
economic recovery has been steady by many 
measures; and the rate of uninsured people has 
declined by 5 percentage points since 2013. None 
of this is to contest the justification for any anger, 
but perhaps to direct it to more constructive 
avenues.

It makes little sense for the administration to 
call for significantly increased military spending, 
and at the same time to lock all gates of entry. It 
will be even more problematic if in the coming 
years we were to witness US boots on ground in 
the Middle East, while no people from the Middle 
East could flee war to find a living in the US. The 
tragic irony of this scenario is disturbing.

Liberals everywhere must recognize that 
populist anger that led to backlashes in the form 
of Brexit and Trump cannot be assuaged by way 
of stricter immigration. We may have to accept 
surges in defense capabilities, trade wars, and even 
fewer entitlements. But under no circumstances 
can the inherent racism that caused this backlash 
be countered by way of a closed border.

It can seem tempting to focus attention on 
solving domestic problems; after all, that is what a 
national government is elected to do. However, it is 
important to remember the larger context within 
which these developments occur. Regardless of 
who is president, technological advancement will 
continue to take jobs away from us, companies 
will continue to look for cheaper labor to organize 
production, and America will still be home to 
millions of immigrants.   

Pulkit Agarwal (pulkitagarwal@college.
harvard.edu) looks forward to observing 
how liberals in Washington respond over 
the coming three years.

By PULKIT AGARWAL

Reorienting 
Liberalism

The changing goals 
of advocacy.

Populist anger that 
led to backlashes in 

the form of Brexit and 
Trump cannot be 

assuaged by way of 
stricter immigration.
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Ghungroo is the name of the metallic bells 
that are strung together into a musical 
anklet. This anklet is traditionally 

worn by performers of classical Indian dance. 
However, on our own Cambridge campus, this 
name has come to mean a lot more. Harvard’s 
Ghungroo has come to encompass sentiments 
of friendship, humor, colorful movement, and 
a celebration of culture. The annual show 
in the Radcliffe Yard’s Agassiz Theater of 
Ghungroo is the University’s largest student 
run production. This year, as it took place 
over Junior Parents Weekend, it was a soaring 
success!

The shows took place on Thursday and 
Friday evenings, with two shows on Saturday. 
The preparation to put on four shows in 
the span of three days kept the cast and 
production staff busy right up until and 
through the weekend. But every member of 
the cast and staff will surely say it was worth 
it! Evident by the trend of students who keep 
coming back year after year and seniors 
who make it a goal to participate prior to 
graduation. In fact, the way to join Ghungroo 
is an application process that takes as many 
students as possible but largely operates on 
a first-come-first-serve basis. Therefore, the 
application is usually closed approximately 10 
minutes after opening!

Still, the result of this process and the 
shows historic success on campus results in 
students of every background wanting to be 
a part of it. The South Asian celebration that 
inspires this spirit of involvement grows into 
a celebration of shared traits and experience. 
According to one of this year’s Producers of 
the show, Vinay Iyengar ’18, “The highlight of 

Ghungroo for me was seeing such a large and 
diverse cast coming together in celebration of 
South Asian art and culture. Ghungroo is the 
largest student-run production on campus 
with over 400 performers and is really a model 
for what inclusivity and cultural exchange 
should look like on Harvard's campus. Most 
of the performers are non-South Asian and 
have never had any exposure to the culture 
or dance forms. Seeing them come together 
in a span of just two months and put on this 
vibrant show is just incredible.”

He continues, explaining that the difficulty 
in producing a show of such magnitude did in 
no way take away from its triumph; “The most 
challenging part of producing the show was a 
direct byproduct of the show's size and scope. 
For example, the cast of the show is larger 
than the capacity of Agassiz Theater itself, 
so managing logistics and tickets sales for 
four incredibly large and complex shows was 
a challenge, but overall such a fun learning 
experience.”

The audience also showed variety in ranging 
from the smilingly supportive family members 
to the rambunctiously cheering roommates 
and friends – but everyone seemed to have a 
good time. Senior member of the production 
Kavya Pathak ’17 certainly did; “This show was 
awesome because the directors and producers 
managed to keep the humorous spirit that 
Ghungroo is known for, while also tackling the 
issue of the generational gap that many south 
Asian students feel with their parents. This 
topic resonates with both students and their 
families, which makes the show really special.” 
Indeed, while maintaining its celebratory 

tone, the show artfully weaves together 
comedy and stories of Harvard students as we 
all try to make the most of our time here. For 
many, doing so necessitates being a part of 
Ghungroo.

Caroline Cronin (ccronin01@college.
harvard.edu) congratulates all those 
who made Ghungroo a special show 
this year!

Bright costumes, smiles, and music lit the 
Agassiz stage. Francesca Cornero

Going Ghungroo
By CAROLINE CRONIN

Annual production weaves together diversity, humor, and dance! 
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On February 28, Robyn Rihanna Fenty, 
commonly referred to solely as 
Rihanna, received the 2017 Harvard 

Humanitarian of the Year award. Beginning 
at noon, Harvard students were able to 
pick up tickets to attend the ceremony in 
Sanders Theater in her honor. The Harvard 
Foundation honors Rihanna in the midst of 
its annual Cultural Rhythms week with its 
2017 Dialogue Series. On Saturday, Viola 
Davis will be recognized as the Artist of the 
Year. The Harvard Foundation honors public 
figures with the Peter J. Gomes Humanitarian 
Award who are strong leaders and prominent 
members of important movements. Rihanna 
is a critically acclaimed musical artist and 
popular culture icon, but her merit as a 
philanthropist has warranted her receiving 
such an award.

While Memorial Hall is renowned for its ability 
to house the largest Harvard classes and events, 
Rihanna’s appearance brought the building to 
capacity. Lines for picking up and entering Sanders 
Theater for the performance spanned the length 
of Science Center Plaza, along with a substantial 
group of those who had not been able to attain a 
ticket but anxiously waited to see whether they 
would be admitted. With free admission and only 
in-person ticket distribution along with a limit of 
2 tickets per person, some students had waited 
over 5 hours to see whether they would be able to 
attend the appearance.

The event showcased a number of different 
speakers and performers. The Grammy-Award 

winning singer watched excitedly as Harvard’s 
Kuumba performed for her. Before accepting 
her award, the artist received high praise from 
Harvard undergraduates working with the 
Foundation as well as the Harvard Foundation’s 
director Dr. S. Allen Counter, Reverend Liz Walker, 
and Dean Rakesh Khurana. 

Reverend Liz Walker welcomed Rihanna, “who 
beams with the generosity of spirit that lights up 
the whole world.” Reverend Walker then asked 
the room to join her in a prayer during this time 
of love and celebration. Rihanna’s good heart not 
only shows through her charitable actions, but in 
the way that she influences and inspires those who 
look up to her. Senior Harvard Foundation intern 
Doni Lehman took the opportunity to emphasize 
the influence that Rihanna has on others. “I 
want to take this moment to thank you, Robyn, 
for giving up a piece of yourself and your life to 
‘Rihanna,’” remarked Lehman about how the 
artist has previously described herself as ‘Robyn’ 
and her stage persona as ‘Rihanna’.

As a young child, Rihanna recalls watching 
commercials that asked for “quarter-a-day” 
donations to help children and her desire to save 
up money and “save all the kids in Africa.” However, 

she never expected that she’d be in the position to 
have an impact as early in her life as she has. At 
just age 18, Rihanna had already started her first 
charity.  Before awarding Rihanna, Dr. Counter 
spoke highly of the artist and philanthropist. Dr. 
Counter spoke for the room when he thanked 
Rihanna and praised her work, as she has “shared 
her time, her talent, and her effort with her 
humanitarian efforts.”

Taking to the stage, Dean Khurana began to 
praise Rihanna and her values, which he noted 
aligned with the mission of the college. “I am so 
delighted and honored to welcome you to our 
community,” said Dean Khurana.

Student speakers used Rihanna’s own words 
to express their admiration, whether through 
popular lyrics or quotations. While many may 
know Rihanna for her record-breaking, chart-
topping music, her philanthropic work began 
in the first year after she began her career. “I 
think it was eye-opening for many people, myself 
included, to have a woman so prevalent in pop 
culture be honored for a side of her public image 
that we don’t often see,” said audience member 
Patric Verrone ’18 of the experience.

INDY ART S

Artist, performer, philanthropist, and Humanitarian of the Year Rihanna speaks. 
Hunter Richards

RIHANNNA

By HUNTER RICHARDS

Takes a Bow
Singer and philanthropist 
receives Humanitarian 
Award at Sanders.
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Rihanna’s Clara Lionel Foundation Scholarship 
Program, named in honor of her grandparents, 
supports students from Caribbean countries 
attending U.S. colleges. Through the program, 
Rihanna has provided scholarships up to $50,000 a 
year. In her home nation of Barbados, Rihanna has 
contributed to the creation of a center for oncology 
and nuclear medicine in order to diagnose and 
treat breast cancer. Dr. S. Allen Counter recognized 
Rihanna’s charitable accolades in building the 
state-of-the-art center. As speaker Yousra Neberai, 
a junior studying government with a secondary in 
Global Health and Health Care Policy, noted, “one 
of the greatest barriers to treatment is distance.” 
Rihanna’s work reducing barriers to higher-
level medical care exemplifies humanitarianism 

and inspires others to follow in her path. The 
treatment center was created in memory of her 
grandmother. Getting slightly emotional, Rihanna 
explained how her grandmother had “lost her 
battle with cancer, [becoming the] very reason 
and driving force behind Clara Foundation.”

Becoming the Global Ambassador for the Global 
Partnership for Education and Global Citizen 
Project in 2016, Rihanna has dedicated her time 
and talent to bringing attention to the education 
discrepancies globally. The multi-year campaign, 
which especially empowers girls, provides children 
in more than 60 developing countries with access 
to education. As sophomore Harvard Foundation 
intern Dylan de Waart said, “often all these kids 
need is a chance.”

Although Rihanna has accomplished much as 
an artist, she expressed that all people are capable 
of being humanitarians, regardless of wealth or 
prominence. “People make it seem so hard, man. 
You don’t have to be rich to help someone, you 

don’t have to be college-educated,” explained 
Rihanna. Humanitarianism starts with the desire 
to help others. The philanthropist said that it 
involves wanting to “impact as many lives as 
possible, but it starts with just one.”

Rihanna reflected on a common sentiment of 
her grandmother’s: “If you got a dollar, there’s 
plenty to share.” The impact of her grandmother 
on her philanthropy and passion to help others 
is clear and brings the artist strength. The 
selfless nature of her advocacy and outreach is 
apparent. While many may perceive the artist as 
less emotional due to her confidence and healthy 
sense of self, it is clear that Rihanna cares deeply 
about others and has devoted herself to doing so. 
Lehman characterized Rihanna’s public persona 
and philanthropic activities perfectly: “While she 
cares so little about her haters, she cares so much 
about others.”

After reflecting on her difficulty writing a 
speech about Rihanna for a lack of words, Lehman 
explained that it’s because “there’s really nothing 
to say about Rihanna because, as a result of her 
confidence and strength, she doesn’t really care 
what I have to say.” Whereas many women are 
held to high, patriarchal standards, Rihanna is 
able to transcend the negativity placed on her and 
rise above.  “Through your power, you help other 
women realize their own,” said Lehman, causing 
Rihanna to become emotional at the sincerity of 
the statement.

Although Rihanna has devoted her time and 
effort to creating charitable organizations, the 
artist has also used her presence and fame to 
call attention to important issues. “When she’s 
not personally changing lives, she’s leveraging 
her fame to influence her fans.” It is Rihanna’s 
personality and confidence in herself that inspires 
her fans and gives strength to the feminist 
movement. 

Rihanna’s confidence and philanthropy is 
inspiring, whether viewed from across a crowded 
Sanders Theater, via Twitter, through iTunes, or 
following her charitable work. “We’re all human 
and we just want a chance a chance at life; a 
chance at education; a chance at a future, really,” 
explained Rihanna.

 

Hunter Richards (hrichards@college.
harvard.edu) is revitalized. Mama, we made 
it.

Rihanna, continued.

Rihanna and various members or affiliates of the Harvard Foundation onstage. Hunter Richards
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Scrolling through the Men's Varsity 
Swim and Dive team's results this 
season provides variety in many ways, 

from meets held all over the country – from 
Salt Lake City, Utah to Austin Texas – to 
tight scores and dominant blowouts. The 
common thread, however, is constant W. The 
Crimson entered this weekend undefeated 
thus far, with huge, consecutive victories 
over Penn (206-88) and Brown (226-74) in 
the same weekend; their closest match was 
a 59-point victory over Utah, outside of the 
Ivy League Conference. Thus, expectations 
were optimistic and high for the Ivy 
League Championships coming up this past 
weekend, especially with the finals returning 
to Blodgett, here in Cambridge.

From 1956-1970, the first 15 years that 
statistics were recorded for Ivy League swimming 
championships, the sport was dominated by Yale 
– the Bulldogs took every victory but 1. Harvard's 
turn came in the 90's, with 6 consecutive victories 
over the years 1995-2001.  Since then, however, 
Harvard has been locked in a difficult back and 
forth with Princeton. Since 1993, the Ivy League 
Champion has been either Harvard or Princeton 
exclusively – and in the past 15 years, Princeton 
has had the advantage 11-4. The finish this season 
would be no different; the one difference, however, 
lay in the fact that the two teams would define and 
pave very different paths this season and year- a 
suspension marred Princeton's season near the 
end of the 2016 year, while Harvard continued on 
their path to an undefeated championship season. 

Individual expectations, however, were also 
significantly positive; most specifically, Swimming 
World Magazine published an article detailing 
5 swimmers that they expected to make a huge 
splash. They were especially optimistic about 
Harvard freshman, Dean Farris. Entering the 
championship with 5 top 3 seedings (3 top seed), 
he was predicted to excel over the course of the 
championship weekend. His performance was 
nothing less than stellar, with a 2nd place finish in 
the 50 yard freestyle, an overall victory in the 200 
yard freestyle, another overall win in the 100 yard 
backstroke, a third place finish in the 200 yard 
backstroke, and capped it off with a victory in the 
100 yard freestyle.

Such individual performances drove Harvard 
to its victory this 2017 year, and included several 
record setting performances. Farris more than 
validated the predictions from the magazine, 
with a record time in the 800 freestyle relay (with 
teammates Brennan Novak ‘19, Aly Abdel Khalik 
’17, and Zach Snyder ’20), as well as records set in 
the 200 freestyle and the 100 backstroke. 

Earlier, the Women's Varsity Swimming and 
Diving team also met with success in the Ivy 
League Championships held at Brown University. 
The team took a second place finishes, after a 
closely contested battle with Yale throughout 
the four day competition. Similarly to the men's 
team prior history, Harvard and Princeton had 
combined to dominate very nearly the past 
two decades of women's swimming and diving 
(victories in 17 out of the 20 years).

This year, Yale bucked the trend, with their first 
victory since 1997. Harvard and Yale continuously 
battled through the weekend. For example, in the 
one meter diving final event, Harvard and Yale 
took all eight spots. In fact, after the first seven 
events, which represents one third of the overall 
competition, Harvard had a marginal lead over 
Yale and a commanding lead over the rest of the 
pool. Although Yale pushed ahead in the final slate 
of events, the fierce competition led to several 
exceptional performances. Sonia Wang ’19, a 
sophomore at Harvard, returned from a year-
long injury absence to win the 400 yard medley in 
record time. Across the board, both the men's and 
women's teams provided an incredible series of 
finishes for the Crimson. 

Tushar Dwivedi (tushar_dwivedi@college.
harvard.edu) commends the swimmers 
and divers for their water-borne triumph!

INDY sports

Swimmers, divers, and champions.
By TUSHAR DWIVEDI

on the Water
smoke
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captured and shot

In an hour of quiet contemplation.
By FRANCESCA CORNERO


