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INDY FORUM

30 Tips for Super Bowl 50

The Indy’s guide for the least aggravating Super Bowl Party.
By SHAQUILLA HARRIGAN

F

or plebs (read: broke college students)
who cannot afford tickets to the
50th Super Bowl in Santa Clara’s
Levi Stadium, The Indy brings you a
comprehensive guide to help you host a fun
viewing party or plan an outing to the most
happening bars in Boston and Cambridge.
House Events:
The Super Bowl isn’t a vacation from
the myriad of assignments that you put
off until Sunday evening and planning
an outing or viewing party might take
too much effort. However, you know your
chipper HoCo members will be planning a
House-wide watch party. You won’t have to
do anything but show up and hoard all of
the snacks.
1) If you are feeling antisocial or need
to work on that p-set, you can steal food
and bring it back to your own room.
2) If you do decide to stay for the
house-wide party, make sure you go early to
claim a good seat. You want prime viewing
for Beyoncé during halftime.
Dorm Parties:
Hosting Super Bowl party in your dorm
room can seem like a daunting task. You
have to balance the football die-hard’s
desire to be as close to the television as
possible and still make it social enough
for the bandwagoners to take a break from
pretending to care about sports.
3) Fill out a party form. You don’t
want tutors to bust you for an unregistered
get together.
4) Have a decent sized television.
Don’t bother hosting a viewing party if
you’ll just be streaming the game on your
small laptop through Philo.
5) Make Venmo requests early. We all
know the struggle of being broke college
students trying to rub two pennies together
to make a handle of Rubi appear and
hosting a party can be expensive. If you
want your guests to chip in, let them know
The Harvard Independent • 02.04.16

early to avoid any awkwardness.
6) Have a variety of beverages. Not
everyone at your party will be drinking (or
will even be of age) so make sure you don’t
just stock up on PBR.
7) For cheap alcohol, venture down
to Trader Joe’s for the (in)famous 2 Buck
Chuck and other hipster beers. For even
cheaper alcohol in larger quantities, take
an Uber over to Blanchard’s Liquor Store
in Allston.
8) If you want the most bang for your
buck when it comes to pizza, take Dominoes
up on its $5.99 mix and match deal for two
or more items including medium pizzas,
eight-piece wings, and cheesy break.
9) However, Harvard square does
offer some more ‘upper-crust’ pizza options
including Otto’s, Pinocchio’s, the Just
Crust, Crazy Dough, and Harvard House of
Pizza.
10) Be sure to place your pizza order
early. Don’t order as the Super Bowl starts.
Your pizza will definitely be delivered late.
11) Snag extra trash bags and recycling
bins from your building manager to make
clean up easy. No one wants an early
Monday morning cleaning spree.
12)
Create a drinking game to go
along with your party. For example,
make everyone take a shot every time an
announcer comments on Cam Newton’s
dabbing. Everyone must finish his or her
drink when Cam himself dabs.
13) If you can’t splurge on food all by
yourself, make your viewing party into a
potluck. Every guest must bring in some
sort of snack. Not only will you have a
variety of foods, you also won’t be stuck
with ten different open bags of chips at the
end of the night.
14) Room set up is key for a viewing
party. If you common room is large enough,
divide the space into two sections: one
dedicated to serious sports fanatics and
one dedicated to people who are present to
‘Super Bowl and Chill.’
15)
Be different from the various
Facebook events your peers will create.

Make a free Paperless Post account and
choose from one of the many footballthemed designs to request RSVPs from
your friends.
16) Utilize the dining hall. You don’t
need to purchase essentials like ice or
mixer when you can simply bring oversized
cups to fill in the dining hall.
17)
Speaking of utilizing the dining
hall, you can make your party classy by
making wine spritzers using a splash of
carbonated water, a standard pour of wine,
and the new infused water that’s available.
18) Have your close friends bring extra
pillows or seats so you can fit everyone.
Out and About:
Harvard Square and Boston have plenty
of options to get you out of your room for
this year’s Super Bowl. If you need a change
in scenery, hit up these options.
19) Harvard Square’s Shake Shack will
offer a Big Game Shack Pack that includes
ten burgers, two pints of custard, and
a mini football for $50. You can order by
phone starting February 1st and pick up
your order on February 7th. Call 617-7588495 for more details.
20)
Looking for a classier Super
Bowl eatery? Head over to Grafton
Street for Sriracha garlic wings or
an untraditional ‘poutine.’ Visit www.
graftonstreetcambridge.com or call 617497-0400 for more information.
21) If cheap wings are your shtick, then
Night Market will be serving up fifty-cent
wings with the purchase of an alcoholic
beverage. You’ll have the chance to try
interesting flavors like coffee barbeque and
‘numb-numb.’
22) For those who want the true Boston
experience, get to Cask ‘N Flagon near
Fenway Park early! The mega-sports bar
boasts 60 high-definition televisions. There
will even be a complimentary halftime
buffet for patrons!
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30 Tips for Super Bowl 50
continued from pg. 3

By SHAQUILLA HARRIGAN
Etiquette:
23) Everyone likes different parts of the
Super Bowl experience. Football fanatics,
be respectful of the people who come for
the game but stay for the commercials and
Halftime.
24) Don’t
talk
during
Beyoncé’s
Halftime performance. It’s disrespectful to
talk at the same time as Queen Bey.
25) Don’t mess with the host’s television.
If you want the channel changed, ask the
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host. If you want the volume adjusted, ask
the host. If you want the TV at a different
angle, ask the host.
26) Try not to spill anything. Dorm
room carpets are disgusting. Don’t add to
the grossness.
27) Don’t give the play-by-play when
everyone else has just watched the same
thing. Also, don’t get super technical to
confuse everyone else watching the game.
28) Don’t yell, “Yay Sports!”

29) Don’t cheer for a team just because
they are winning. Pick a team and see them
through to the bitter end.
30)
Don’t get too schwasted. It’s a
Sunday and ain’t nobody got time to clean
up puke on a Sunday.
Shaquilla Harrigan ‘16 (sharrigan01@
college.harvard.edu) can’t wait to kick back
with a cold brew and some hot wings.
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INDY NEWS
The Crimson Elephant
A Harvard Republican’s opinion on the splintered state of the party.
By DANIEL UM

I

n light of the recent Iowa Caucus, the
2016 Presidential election seems to
have captured every political junkie’s
imagination. In order to get a Republican’s
view on the issue, and in particular on the
seemingly fractured state of their party’s
presidential field, Daniel Um ‘19 interviews
Wyatt Hayden ’19, a Harvard Republican.

especially because younger voters today
don’t have problems with gay marriage or
abortion. Unfortunately, if you support Rand
Paul, you’re marginalized as a voter. If I was
picking for a realistic candidate… out of
practicality, Ted Cruz. Even though I don’t
agree with him on social issues, he’s definitely
smart; he went to Princeton and Harvard
Law. He’s done what he says he’s going to do,
DU: How does this Republican race so I find him trustworthy. But, like I said, I
differ from that of previous years?
don’t like his stand on social issues.
WH: This one’s obviously a lot different
because the main candidate is not an DU: Do you think any of the candidates
establishment Republican; of course, Donald have the ability to bring the party back
trump is just a businessman, which is together?
definitely not something we haven’t seen WH: I think the Republicans will rally around
in the past, but I think it reflects a general any candidate who gets the nomination. You
trend in America right now -- kind of anti- see that every year. People rallied around
establishment, which can be seen with the Mitt Romney in 2012, even though he wasn’t
Democrats as well [with] Bernie Sanders.
supported by everyone in the party. I don’t
know about bringing the party back together.
DU: What is your opinion of the I think how the two party’s politics work is
splintered Republican Party?
that there is always going to be different
WH: Obviously it’s not good for the party, factions within parties.
but I think it reflects a pretty big part of the
people. I guess they realize that the people DU: How is each candidate’s platform
elected to office in 2010 and 2012 didn’t best suited to fix the ‘problems’ of
really do what they promised to do, [like] modern-day America?
cut spending… so now they’re looking for an WH: Donald Trump’s big thing is immigration,
outsider, which has caused this big splinter. and some people are really upset about
So I don’t think it’s good for the party, but, immigration problems. I think it’s more of
like Obama said, it’s hard to really see what a Southern issue. It’s not really felt that
Republicans stand for; it’s easier to see what much in the North, but in the South it’s more
they stand against. They stand against apparent. I think that illegal immigration’s
Obama; that’s pretty much it.
a problem, but I don’t think it’s the only
problem. They all have different stances: Jeb
DU: Who are you leaning towards or Bush is an establishment moderate, while
what are you looking for in a candidate? Ted Cruz is definitely more conservative. It’s
WH: So I actually like Rand Paul, because I hard to say how they’re each best suited to fix
feel like the kind of social issues of the more the problems. They all have different things
popular Republican candidates are outdated, that appeal to different people.
The Harvard Independent • 02.04.16

DU: There don’t seem to be a lot of career
politicians. Why do you think this is?
WH: I think it goes back to the idea that people
don’t trust the government right now. I think
a lot of people are interested in professionals
working in government because of their
experience elsewhere, and people think that
this will be applicable. People think they
are more trustworthy because they’ve done
things outside politics.
DU: Do you think there is a division
amongst Harvard Republicans?
WH: It’s hard to tell… I haven’t really
talked to too many Republicans at Harvard.
People are kind of afraid to say that they
are Republican… Maybe not afraid, but
they don’t want to deal with the backlash.
Harvard is an echo chamber, in that regard.
I think, in general, Harvard Republicans
tend to be more moderate. But, on the social
issues, they tend to be more liberal, so there’s
not a big division.
While it is easy to overlook a perspective
that is underrepresented on campus, The
Harvard Independent wants to share a wellrounded view on the upcoming election.
Wyatt claims to be one of the few who are
openly Republican, and we hope that more
students can feel open about engaging
politically with people who do not necessarily
share their views. After all, we don’t always
have to agree, so long as we agree on the
ways in which to disagree.
Daniel Um ‘19 (danielum@college.harvard.
edu), as an international student, is just
beginning to grasp the nuances of the
American political system.
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INDY ARTS
The Crow-man Revisited
Thoughts on the Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts.
By ANDREW LIN

F

or all his Internationalist fervor, the
noted French modernist architect
Le Corbusier only ever designed
one building in the United States, a
country arguably rooted in multicultural
assimilation
and
integration.
This
historical peccadillo, however, is rather
easily explained by Le Corbusier’s
political leanings: although he was never
consciously opposed to American capitalism
per se, Le Corbusier always found more
favor with the mass-housing estates
espoused by mid-century French big-state
socialism (and even brief flirtations with
Soviet
governmental
grandstanding).
It is therefore altogether fitting that Le
Corbusier’s one great North American
building should tower along the ivy-covered
lanes of Harvard, that “Kremlin on the
Charles” of higher education in America.
Indeed, it is Harvard’s own Carpenter
Center for the Visual Arts –fifty years old
as of 2012 – that hosts the distinct honor of
being Le Corbusier’s grand American debut
work, an architectural tour-de-force unique
in the United States.
And what a tour-de-force it is: from its
swooping-through-the-building ramp to
its box-grid facade, the Carpenter Center
is an outstanding representation of Le
Corbusier’s mature output as an architect.
During the design process, Le Corbusier
was distinctly conscious of this building’s
eventual status as his lone marker in the
United States, a status further cemented
by his own poor health: upon its completion
in 1962, he was too ill to even attend the
opening ceremony, and he died just three
years later in 1965. Not that his health
stopped him from exercising the full force
of his talents: in designing the Carpenter
Center, Corbusier carefully integrated his
mature “Five Points” of architecture into
the design to produce a work that would
at a stroke capture both the architectural
diversity of the United States while also
retaining a fundamental allegiance to the
International style which he so espoused.
To this end, Corbusier enlisted the help of
6
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Harvard-based architect Josef Luis Sert,
the head of the Graduate School of Design
at the time who worked in a more distinctly
Brutalist fashion.
But the building that resulted was
something altogether more friendly than
the Brutalist edifices – some of Harvard’s
own exemplars include the Science Center,
Peabody Terrace, and the Smith Campus
Center – which Sert would go on to design.
The Carpenter Center is swooping curves
set amidst a sea of blocky grey concrete,
punctuated only by the colored panels
both Le Corbusier and Sert so adored.
Nevertheless, the effect works rather well:
the angularity of the building’s bulkier
features grounds the curves in a substantial
and distinctive architectural statement of
intent, one made all the more salient by its
rather incongruous placement in the midst
of Harvard’s bristling Colonial campus.
Times, however, have changed since the
heady days of the 1960s: the once-lauded
modernism of Le Corbusier and Sert is now
considered by most (not least the public) as
an interesting anachronism at best. Yet the
purpose of the Carpenter Center over its
fifty years has grown rather than receded,
what with the installation of Harvard’s
own Film Archive (the largest archive of 35
mm film in the country) and the expansion
of its ramp to be contiguous with the Fogg
Art Museum.
Two small galleries complement the
Carpenter Center’s own status as the home
of the visual arts at Harvard, presenting
(perhaps by a happy historical coincidence)
two sets in miniature of work which
engage closely with the Carpenter Center’s
own historical significance. Their gaze,
however, is not exclusively rose-tinted:
both Margaret Lee’s de, da, do...da and
Martin Beck’s Episode 8: A Social Question
cast an impartial eye on those oh-so-sixties
undercurrents of artistic modernism and
social change, respectively. In both the time
from which it came and its architectural
design, the Carpenter Center is deeply
and intrinsically connected to a highly

masculine conception of modernism, one
which Margaret Lee critiques in her de, da,
do...da, a small collection of sculptures in
the Level 0 gallery. Riffing off of the famous
Abstract Expressionist brushstrokes of
Jackson Pollock, Lee transmutes their
brash masculinity into cold industrial
brushstrokes in metal. A metal phallus,
stripped of any personalizing masculinity
by virtue of its cold, industrial finish,
complements Lee’s commentary on the
fundamental emptiness of the more
masculine aspects of the modernism to
which the Carpenter Center owed its
gestation.
Beck’s Episode 8: A Social Question is
not so directly critical, or for that matter
evenindirectly so. Instead, it functions
more as a lens on the past, an impartial
reflection of previous social representations
of the human condition. Beck presents
photographs of people viewing photographs,
specifically photographs of people viewing
the 1973 exhibition “The Social Question:
A Photographic Record 1895-1910”. Beck
does his best to be as faithful to the
original exhibition in his set-up on the first
floor of the Carpenter Center: garish flower
bouquets straight out of the 1970s adorn
the otherwise spartan Level 1 exhibition
gallery. The photographs themselves
engender a certain sense akin to looking
at a mirror mirrored by another mirror:
Beck’s photos are not merely photographs
of the original 1973 photos, but feature
the viewing public of the time as well.
What ultimately results, both from Beck’s
mirrored images of the viewing public and
Lee’s implicit emasculation of mid-century
modernism, is a sense of the tremendous
relevance and continuity of the visual
arts at Harvard – visual arts which are
enshrined in a Carpenter Center altogether
up to the task of containing them.
As a resident of Mather House, Andrew
Lin ’17 (andrewlin@college.harvard.edu)
is well-acquainted with the ravages of
Brutalist architecture.
The Harvard Independent • 02.04.16

INDY ARTS
A heArtLifting Story
An interview with Liz Powers ‘10, co-founder of ArtLifting.
By AUDREY EFFENBERGER

H

omelessness is not a very happy
subject. The reality is that over
seven thousand people in Boston one in a hundred of the city’s population
- lack stable housing and live in shelters
or on the streets, according to the Boston
Public Health Commission’s Annual
Homeless Census. And that number is
rising. From 2014 to 2015, the homeless
population rose by five percent. In that
same time, the number of families
experiencing homelessness increased by
25%. These, and other sobering statistics,
illustrate the depressing realities of the
problem. However, there are ways to
make a positive difference - just ask Liz
Powers.
I first met Liz two weeks ago at the
Harvard-Radcliffe Women’s Leadership
Conference, where she spoke of pursuing
her mission to help homeless individuals.
During
her
undergraduate
years,
Liz worked at the Harvard Square
Homeless Shelter and founded the LIFT
Bike Project, a program that provides
transportation for homeless individuals

who can’t afford public transportation.
Since graduating from Harvard in 2010,
her work has focused on empowering
marginalized individuals through art.
I had the opportunity to ask her a few
questions about her company, ArtLifting.
AE: To start, could you talk a little bit
about the beginnings of ArtLifting?
What was your original vision? Has
it changed since then?
LP: I’ve been working with homeless
individuals for the last nine years, and
my job used to be running art groups
in shelters. I was absolutely amazed by
the talent that I saw, and thought, what
a no-brainer to help sell it! My brother
and I started ArtLifting together two
years ago with just four thousand dollars
of our savings, and an idea. Then, we
bootstrapped that to revenue in the six
figures, and recently got $1.3 million in
investments to help scale our mission a
lot faster. Our mission from the beginning
was to empower homeless and disabled
artists, and that hasn’t changed.

AE: What was ArtLifting’s reach at
the beginning? Where did you start,
and how has it grown since then?
LP: In the beginning, we started with
four artists in Boston. We started
working with one local shelter, Common
Art, an art therapy program in Boston
for homeless and low-income residents.
Since then, we’ve expanded to 8 cities
across the country, and work with 70
artists through a variety of shelters and
disability centers.
AE: What do you think is really
unique about ArtLifting? Are there
similar programs that do this work?
LP: There are all different programs
that sell at the local level, but ArtLifting
is the first company that’s doing this at
the national level. There are thousands
of existing art groups at shelters and
disability centers, so our goal is to be the
art broker that collaborates with all of
these existing art groups, helps market
the artists and treats them with the
dignity that they deserve.

Left to right: Michael Williams #85, Matthew Slater #18, Ryan Allen #6, Joe Cardona #49 with paintings by Jim Waters, Nick
Morse, Frank Brescia. Courtesy of ArtLifting.
The Harvard Independent • 02.04.16
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INDY ARTS
A heArtLifting Story
continued from pg. 7
By AUDREY EFFENBERGER
LP: I was actually lying in bed and,
as usual, thinking about ArtLifting in
general! At that moment, I thought, why
don’t we get celebrities to lift our art?
For a start, I tweeted at Matt and Ben,
and different celebrities, but it’s hard
to get through the millions of tweets.
Ben thought about starting with sports
teams, because that seemed like such a
natural connection and level of support,
especially in Boston, where there are so
many sports teams. We got connected to
the Patriots, and I talked to the head of
community relations, brought paintings
over, and about eight players took photos
lifting the art. They were really psyched
to support us!

Liz Powers at Patriots HQ with art by Doug Pendleton. Courtesy of ArtLifting.
AE: What are some future plans
for ArtLifting? Do you have any
projects you’re working on, or any
big dreams you’re trying to make a
reality in the next couple of years?
LP: We have three sales channels. One
is ecommerce; one is corporate sales,
and one is licensing. Licensing is one of
the big parts of our future - the idea of
printing our art on existing big brands.
It could be clothing; it could be a cup;
it could be journals. I see that as where
we’re really innovating. Sixty-five
percent of millennial consumers want to
buy from a socially conscious brand, but
most brands don’t have visible corporate
social responsibility right now. We’re
going to help them do that by printing
our art on their work. And like any
ArtLifting sale, the majority of the profit
will go straight back to the artist.
8
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AE: Has ArtLifting encountered any
significant obstacles or difficulties,
and how have you overcome those?
LP: The main obstacle at the beginning
was having so many ideas but no cash.
It’s very frustrating to have endless
ideas for growing your impact, but to
not have the resources to implement
those! So that was really exciting, to be
able to get the investment this summer,
to have a higher staff and to be able to
have marketing people and corporate
salespeople on the team. We feel like
we’re on a rocket ship now with huge
growth potential.
AE: Recently, I’ve seen that
ArtLifting has partnered with the
New England Patriots to promote
its mission. How did you make that
happen?

AE: One last question. Do you have
any advice for students interested in
pursuing service-oriented careers
or enterprises?
LP: The number one advice I could give
them, is to listen. Oftentimes people
would hear about ArtLifting and think
of it as a pretty random idea. But truth
be told, it came from seven years of
listening to clients, hearing that they
don’t want more handouts. They want an
opportunity and a chance to share their
talents. Since I happened to be running
art groups in shelters, that seemed like
a natural way to share talent. There are
endless other opportunities for that in
all different fields, and I think the key
to approaching problems is to not think
that you already have the solution, but
instead to hear from people actually
facing the problem, and get their advice
on what potential solutions could be.
The only lifting that Audrey Effenberger
’19
(effenberger@college.harvard.edu)
does these days, happily, is art.
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WoPo Season Opens with a Splash!

Women’s team wins Harvard Mini and heads to Brown.
By CAROLINE C CRONIN
last year’s record and the honors your
coach and teammates received add to
the pressures of this season?

A

fter a 20-win season last year, the
Harvard Women’s Varsity water polo
team returned this season with a few
new faces and even more determination
in the water. This past weekend, the team
hosted Boston University, Brown, Villanova
and Iona at the Harvard Mini Invitational.
Harvard faced only Villanova and Iona in
the roiling waters of Blodgett Pool. Against
Villanova, the home team conquered with a
14-4 victory then followed up with a decisive
14-5 win against Iona. The freshmen of the
team presented a strong showing, scoring
eight of the 14 goals against Villanova and
five goals against Iona. In both games, the
Crimson defense dominated and worked
together through great communication to
keep the opponents out of their net.
The women’s team this year trained
through a long preseason and worked on
new techniques during a trip to Italy. The
team is closer than ever and looking forward
to beating last year’s record. Goalkeeper
Cleo Harington ‘18, who stopped 13 shots
in the Iona game, gives a few insights on
the team dynamic and the Crimson’s plans
for the season.
CC: How have you and the team
prepared for this season’s lineup?
What did the team learn from Italy?
CH: We have been back in Boston since
the 31st of December (aside from our 11
days in Italy), training and getting ready
to compete. So the sheer number of hours
that we put in before we even started
playing games has definitely gotten us
physically ready. We have also talked a
lot about overcoming mental blocks that
are crucial to surmount when you’re
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playing, so I think we’re going to bring a
mental edge to our game this year.
In Italy, we played some very physical
teams, which is pretty typical of the
European style of play. So we had to
make our adjustments pretty quickly
and start matching their physicality.
In all, it was very beneficial to get that
game experience in before we started
playing games in the US.
CC: How does having such strong
freshmen players affect the dynamic
and future of the team?
CH: We’re super excited to have them.
It’s been a lot of fun to see how quickly
they’re adapting to our team and our
system of play. They each have very
unique talents that are going to make us
a more well rounded team.

CH: I personally feel like we all believe
we fell short of what we should have
achieved last year, so if anything, we’re
expecting much more of ourselves this
season. We’re setting a new standard for
ourselves, and putting the bar high.
CC: Are you looking forward to the
Brown invitational? As the first
away games of the seasons, will the
team play any differently or focus on
different strengths?
CH: I am SO excited for the Brown
invite! Being away does change some
things as far as just not playing in your
home pool, having opposing fans there,
etc. But these games will be a lot harder
than the games we played this past
weekend. We are really going to have to
minimize our silly mistakes, play fast
and play confidently. I’m excited to see
how much faster we come out, and am
looking forward to watching us grow
throughout the weekend.

CC: The Harvard Mini showcased the
team’s defensive strengths -- is that a
focus point for the season and how do
With this victory firmly under their caps,
you plan to work with that as goalie? the water polo players take to the road
to Providence for this weekend’s Brown
CH: Defense is always a major focus for Invitational (February 6-7). The team is
us, and obviously for me, being a goalie. set to play four games total, matching up
It doesn’t matter how many goals you against Hawaii and Marist on Saturday,
score... if you can’t shut the other team and followed by Indiana and St. Francis
down, you’re going to be in trouble. We Brooklyn on Sunday. While the competition
have switched up some of the stuff that will be more varied and the waters foreign,
we usually do on defense, and that has the team hopes to bring out the best of
been an adjustment for me for sure. what they have learned and continue this
I’m just really working on being more season’s positive beginning.
vocal with my team on defense, because
ultimately I know what shots I want to Caroline Cronin ’18 (ccronin01@college.
block and what ones I don’t.
harvard.edu) looks forward to the Crimson
egg-beating the way to victory!
CC: Last year was one of Women’s
wopo most memorable seasons -- does
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INDY SPORTS
Cold Open

Each winter, the ice hockey teams of Harvard, Boston College, Boston
University, and Northeastern face off in the Beanpot Tournament.
By JESS CLAY

A

t the Park Street T-stop, I switched
from the Red Line to the Green Line,
bound for North Station and the TD
Garden above it. The Green Line is really
more trolleys than trains, slow-rolling
pairs of cars harnessed to the electrical
wires above them, and as I climbed into the
back seats of the second car I overheard
two old-timers talking about the Beanpot.
One of them wore a green ski coat and a
Red Sox hat, and the other was clad in a
Boston College ball cap and maroon fleece
with an old gold collar. The first man was
talking about how, of the four Beanpot
schools, Harvard was the only one without
a stop on the Green Line. His friend noted
that those same three schools played in a
hockey league together, while Harvard was
in a league of its own. “You can salvage
a whole season if you win the Beanpot,”
the man in the Sox hat said. The BC guy
nodded, before adding, “Well, they don’t
want to lose to the kids down the street.”
It was at that moment that I first gained
a sense of exactly how the first game of the
2016 Beanpot was going to go. For the rest
of the train ride, the two men talked about
Beanpots past, and particularly about the
mythical Beanpot during the Blizzard of
’78. One of them spoke of how you could
walk through the North End that winter
and hear nothing but the sound of icicles
falling from tall buildings.
By the time I made my way up to the
press box of the Garden, the stands below
were still largely empty. Down on the ice,
the referees glided around in their striped
shirts while the Boston College mascot slid
gracelessly on flat-bottomed mascot shoes.
The mascot was an anthropomorphic eagle
clad in a BC hockey jersey, and over the
course of the game he would take poor
shots from center ice and yuk it up with
the crowd in the sixteenth row, and on such
occasions I could not decide if I was proud
or disappointed that Harvard had no mascot of its own.
Ten minutes before game time, the BC
kids started pouring into the upper deck,
10
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This year, the Indy takes to the ice.
with an eventual number of perhaps a
thousand undergraduates packed together
in their student section. Harvard, for its
part, had no discernible student section
with the exception of the band. Three minutes after five o’clock, both hockey teams
took to the ice for final warmups and introductions which were indicative of the
night ahead. Every time the public address
announcer named a Harvard starter, the
BC kids followed it with a synchronized
“SUCKS!” Harvard, it seemed, had brought
tubas to a gunfight.
In fact, the entire arena seemed united
against the Crimson. When the announcer
made the Boston College introductions, he

did so with a lusty zeal that made him
sound like the kind of guy who moonlights
as a host of child beauty pageants. We even
learned that the middle-aged singer of the
national anthem was the proud mother of
two Boston College kids. Ninety seconds after the puck dropped to open the game, BC
fired and missed three shots on the goal, as
the Harvard goalie hunkered against the
goal frame like a doughboy in a machine
gun nest. On their fourth attempt, BC
scored on a slapshot to take a 1-0 lead and
send the Eagle faithful into a frenzy. With
one equal temper, they jeered the Harvard
goalkeeper.
continued on pg. 10
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Cold Open

continued from pg. 10
By JESS CLAY
“YOU SUCK AT LIFE –
AND GOALTENDING! IT’S
ALL YOUR FAULT! IT’S
ALL YOUR FAULT! IT’S
ALL YOUR FAULT!” They

would repeat this chant three times over
the course of the game, along with a host
of other well-practiced, well-aimed taunts.
The taunts were not particularly original
– a fact best manifested by the ubiquitous
“HARVARD SUCKS!” – but they were undoubtedly genuine, and they demonstrated
amply what happens when a rival college
campus has been declared a safe space.
Midway through the first period, Donato
of Harvard beat out two Eagle defensemen
in a long skate-race down the rink, corralled the puck, and flicked it past the goal
line to tie the score at one apiece. The Harvard band struck up “10,000 Men of Harvard” shortly after the goal, and several
moments later the BC kids began chanting
“WE CAN’T HEAR YOU!” Perhaps this was a painfully late response to
the band, because there was certainly no
exhortation from the Harvard crowd audible enough to elicit such any rebuttal.
Perhaps the BC faithful were merely vocal
observers of an easily discernible fact. I really couldn’t say.
Five minutes later, Harvard scored again
to take their only lead of the night. The goal
was shrouded in controversy, as Harvard’s
Vesey momentarily slid into the goal crease
shortly before his teammate Baughman
sent the puck came flying toward the net.
A BC defenseman grabbed Vesey by the
head and shoulders, and Vesey hopped up
and out just as the puck struck home. You
could see the shot on loop in the TV screens
of the press box, but the Jumbotron remained conspicuously devoid of any replay.
I suspect this was a well-founded policy on
the part of the TD Garden, because the BC
crowd booed mercilessly at even the most
benign Jumbotron screenings. The finest
The Harvard Independent • 02.04.16

of these came late in the first period, when
the camera panned to a small girl eating a
comically large piece of pizza. She was not
even old enough to blaspheme Santa Claus,
but she was wearing a Northeastern sweatshirt, and she was shouted down accordingly by the BC student section.
As the game entered the second period,
BC tied it up and and then took the lead on
a pair of power plays. With sixteen minutes
to go in the third period, in some lonely corner of the Garden, some poor sap suddenly

or there were precious few students who
deigned to use their tickets.Maybe it was
because it was the start of the new semester, or maybe it was because the behemoth
of a class known as “Road to the White
House” offers its lectures from seven to
nine on Monday evenings, but whatever
the reason it was profoundly disappointing.
As the clock wound down to zero, and
Harvard lost the game amidst a shattered
stick and empty net, the BC bench stormed
the ice as the Crimson players bent over
at their waists, leaning on their downcast
initiated a “LET’S GO HARVARD!” sticks as though they were the lap bars of
chant, and it was just as suddenly quashed a roller coaster. I took the Green Line back
to Park Street, and then the Red Line on
by a barrage of “LET’S GO EA- back to Harvard Square. This time around,
I overheard no one talking about the BeanGLES!”
I would be remiss not to mention my pot, and I was sorry for it.
envy of Boston College at such moments.
Before us was a matchup of two of the top Jess Clay ’17 (jclay@college.harvard.edu)
ten teams in all of college hockey, separat- will fight Beanpot rivals until hell freezes
ed by only three spots in the national rank- over, then fight them on the ice.
ings. BU was in the
top ten as well, and
later that evening
they would face off
against Northeastern, winners of six
straight. It was as
fine a Beanpot as
any Bostonian could
hope for, and the
students from the
south side of the
melted Charles indicated as much. Yet
on a Monday night
in early February, it
did not draw much
from the Cambridge
crowd. I heard rumors that the Murr
Center had sold out
of student tickets
earlier in the day,
but either there
were precious few
student tickets sold
harvardindependent.com
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Brains Over Brawn

How Peyton Manning’s evolution has led to a Super Bowl appearance.

By PEYTON FINE

T

his may be it. This Super Bowl may be the last time we ever see
Peyton Manning grace a football field.

As Cam Newton begins to take the reins
as the face of the NFL and the mantle of
the best quarterback in the league, many
believe we are left watching the shell of
Peyton Manning’s old self compete against
the new wave of uber-talented athletes in
the NFL. Many are already assuming that
the Panthers will walk all over the Broncos
like the Seahawks did two years ago.
Many are convinced that this Super Bowl
will be nothing more than the swan song
to Manning’s wonderful career that has
failed to translate to postseason success.
I’m here to tell you that this game will be
competitive, and Manning just may win.
When Peyton Manning came out of
college, he was the Cam Newton of his
time—a physical specimen who looked
built to play quarterback the way LeBron
James looked built to dominate a basketball
game. Manning was tall enough to see over
offensive and defensive linemen, strong
enough to make all of the throws across
the field, and nimble enough to escape
a rusher, reset his feet, and fire the ball.
Manning now bears almost no resemblance
to that player. After a neck injury required
surgery, all of those athletic qualities
began to fade. Couple that injury with his
increasing age, and you get laser throws
becoming wounded ducks, and sack escapes
becoming bone-crushing hits.
So, after decrying the current state of
Manning’s physical ability, why do I think
that Denver has any chance to overtake
the Panthers, a team that has steamrolled
all in their path? Simple: it has nothing
to do with Manning’s physical ability. It is
all about his mind. This year, Manning’s
failing body caused him to miss numerous
games. In his stead, Brock Osweiler led
the Broncos to a 5-2 record, and fans
and pundits alike called for Osweiler’s
12
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installment as the starter for the Broncos.
Even with Manning healthy, Osweiler was
the starter for two games until the final
game of the season.
In the Broncos’ final game, they trailed
the Chargers due to multiple turnovers
from Osweiler. The Broncos then made a
call to the bench for Manning to try to lead
a comeback, and he did. But it wasn’t really
Manning who led the comeback. It was the
running game and great runs from his
receivers. Each subsequent play seemed as
if a running back or a receiver would find
the ball in his hands with a mile of space
in front of him. How? Simple: Manning
looked at the defense, read it like an open
book, changed the play with his patented
“Omaha!”, and delivered simple passes or
handoffs to more skilled players.
Manning has done this throughout the
playoffs as the Broncos have beaten the
Steelers and the Patriots - two teams with
Super Bowl-caliber players and experience.
Manning made sure to not turn the ball
over, to get the ball to his best players, and
to always keep the defense guessing. Yet he
is still averaging under 200 pass yards per
game in the playoffs, so why is his ability to
simply manage a game now good enough to
win games? The answer is defense.
The Broncos are only allowing 17 points
per game and forcing turnovers at a +2
clip. They are led by a defensive line that
made Tom Brady look as uncomfortable as
a teenager discussing his partying habits
with his parents. As the Patriots had a
chance to tie the game with a two-point
conversion in the AFC Championship
Game, the defensive line made Brady run
around in panic. Manning’s smartest play
may simply be knowing that his defense is
good enough to win games for the Broncos
as long as it is not forced to face a short

field due to a Manning turnover. If brawn
can’t win it on Manning’s behalf, his brains
may just be good enough to pass the ball off
to the defense - which has the brawn to win
the games.
Will all of this be enough for Denver
to win? I hope so. I admit that I grew up
a Peyton Manning fan, sharing his name
and the city of his birth. But, even more so
now than ever before, I want to see Peyton
Manning win. I want to see the triumph of
his mind over the failing matter of his body.
I want to see the leader of the Broncos
beat the far superior - at least in terms of
athleticism - leader of the Panthers. I want
to see the age-old adage of brains over
brawn come to fruition.
Peyton Fine ’17 (peytonfine@college.harvard.edu), wants to see a wonderful swansong ending to Peyton Manning’s career.
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