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With the 2016 election and changing 
of power, Harvard students called on 
their university to provide support 

in resisting potential policies that would 
hold negative consequences on a larger scale. 
While student groups of all kinds have been 
taking cause to heart on the political front for 
years, the University has typically chose to 
refrain from being a political actor. However, 
as one of the most prominent and powerful 
institutions, Harvard has social and political 
power and influence that cannot be ignored.

Immigration
Only recently have community members 

heard the University’s stance on the current 
political climate. On January 29, President 
Faust addressed the immigration ban in an 
email sent to the Harvard community. In 
this message, the University’s values and 
ideals were emphasized, as well as how 
deeply rooted the University is in global 
diversity. Faust states that the University has 
a “robust commitment to internationalism” 
that cannot be discounted and remains 
integral to the learning environment and 
aspirations of those in the community. These 
travel restrictions have not only caused the 
distress and inconvenience to students and 
faculty heading back to campus from listed 
countries, but an overall sense of insecurity 
widespread. While Faust explains that 
there are resources through the university 
available for international students and 
faculty, the involvement of the University in 
a joint statement expressing concern with the 
executive order is a progressive move. 

Faust went on to note the concerns amongst 
Muslim students who feel the strain of the 
order. A commitment to hiring a full-time 
Muslim chaplain, of which Harvard has never 
had, is a clear and prominent expression of 
support on behalf of the University. However, 
students are gro concerned about the sincerity 
of such statements, as the necessity to create 
supportive spaces and actions is increasing.

President Faust’s determination to 
prevent Harvard from becoming a political 
entity has further influenced decisions to 
declare Harvard a sanctuary campus for 
undocumented students and others vulnerable 
to impending reform under President 
Trump’s administration. In November, Chief 
Francis D. Riley of the Harvard University 
Police Department (HUPD) released a 
statement that immigration status will not 
be a factor considered and the department 
would not be enforcing federal immigration 
laws. Student's’ citizenship status will remain 
confidential while Harvard works to expand 
the abilities of the Harvard Immigration and 
Refugee Clinical Program that provides legal 
advice.

Faust and 200 
other college and 
university presidents 
signed a petition 
supporting DACA, 
along with reaffirming 
her support for the 
DREAM Act. However, 
during a meeting with 
members of Act on 
a Dream, a student 
group supporting 
undocumented students, 
Faust confirmed that Harvard 
would not be taking the status 
of a “sanctuary status” in order to 
refrain from political connotations. 
While President Faust has urged the 
Harvard community to come together and 
support vulnerable students within the 
community, many students have continued to 
feel unprotected.

Climate Change
The executive order is only the most recent 

of new policies from the Trump administration 
that would affect Harvard students. President 
Trump’s plans for addressing climate change 
are counterintuitive and reverse years of 

research and policy advance. Citizens are 
growing more aware of the concern that 
global warming presents and calling for 
action in order to address climate change 
in recent years. Divest Harvard, a student 
group advocating against investments of the 
Harvard endowment in fossil fuel companies 
rather, has been vocal in these issues on 
campus the last few years. The destruction of 
oceans, droughts, and more frequent natural 
disasters have wreaked havoc on the lives of 
millions. The group has driven discussion 
about Harvard’s investment in top fossil fuel 
corporations, which often are capable of 
influencing policy actions. Divest Harvard’s 
campus presence and resources date back to 
2012 and has grown significantly. 

Harvard faculty 
members, too, are 
joining the movement. A 
planning meeting for the 
Spring 2017 All-Campus 
Divestment Teach In was 
announced on the Harvard 
Faculty Divest website 
for December 8th. With 
over 250 faculty members 
signing in favor of this 

petition, the pressure for 
progress surges even after the 

original surge of support in 2014.
In a 2013 statement by President 

Faust, members of the Harvard 
community were informed that University 

divestment from the fossil fuel industry would 
not be considered. As the endowment funds 
are meant to advance Harvard’s mission to 
provide students with prestigious education 
and research opportunities, the University 
will continue its investment for financial gain 
rather than to make any political statements. 
Faust went on to argue that divesting 
Harvard’s investment would not answer the 
concerns, as these shares would be bought by 
others who would continue support the fossil 
fuel industry. 

INDY FORUM
Act Like It
By HUNTER RICHARDS

Harvard urged to 
take responsibility 

as a political actor. 
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On April 12, 2016, four Harvard students 
were arrested during a sit-in to protest 
Harvard’s continued and growing investments 
in fossil fuels and similar interests. This was 
not the first or last major discussion from 
Divest Harvard. Harvard’s annual “Heat 
Week” calls on the Harvard community to 
come together to discuss and advocate for 
climate justice and take action against the 
climate crisis.

During a meeting with members of the 
Harvard Corporation in October 2016, Divest 
Harvard members were told that Harvard will 
not be divesting from its investments and 
the fossil fuel industry. According to Divest 
Harvard’s analysis of Harvard Management 
Company’s SEC filings, $34.6 million of 
Harvard’s endowment is invested in the top 
200 fossil fuels companies.  Although many of 
its peer institutions (i.e. Stanford, Oxford, and 
Yale) have taken steps away from investments 
in fossil fuels, Harvard’s endowment will 
remain tied to these companies. The 
University’s lack of investment in the coal 
industry is a result of coal’s decline 
as a financially advantageous 
pursuit.

In a December email sent 
to members of the Harvard 
community, President Faust 
boasted the university’s 
achievement in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
30%. Although a task force has 
been created to discuss the 
future of Harvard’s climate 
commitment and further 
initiatives, Harvard’s role in 
combatting climate change is not 
expanded on past the institution. 
While implications that Harvard 
is acting as part of a global plan towards 
reducing the impact of greenhouse gases are 
made, the University fails to clearly explain 
how it compares to peer institutions when 
ventures seem contradictory to this mission.

Working Employees
The trend of vocal support but inadequate 

action was and is also seen in the aftermath of 
the HUDS strike last semester when concerns 
for the working class became a personal topic 
students confronted on campus.

During the strike, an email sent by the 
Vice President for Human Resources outlined 
the current contract that workers have with 
the University. The statement focused on 
comparing how Harvard provides for its staff 
compared to the national and Cambridge 
average. While the $21.89 per hour average 
seems higher than the Cambridge living wage 
of $15.04 per hour, HUDS workers typically 
only work for 38 weeks a year. Throughout 
negotiations, HUDS workers were being 
proposed health care cuts that would make 
it “catastrophically unaffordable,” according 
analysis in line with the World Health 
Organization. 

Harvard’s near-bragging of how the HUDS 
workers are provided for in comparison to 
similar positions across the country and 
within Cambridge directly contradicts the 

notion that the University is resisting rising 
above current standards. However, by fighting 
change Harvard was sending a message 
that members of the Harvard community in 
certain roles were less important to the well-
being of the institution. 

Members and allies of the undergraduate 
Student Labor Action Movement (SLAM) 
provided over 3,000 student signatures on 
petitions supporting HUDS workers and their 
demands. It was the students who sat in the 
lobby of 124 Mt. Auburn with HUDS workers 

as they bargained for their final contract that 
gave in to demands. After protests, walk-outs, 
sit-ins, and teach-ins, no student on campus 
escaped becoming involved or, at the very 
least, informed of the issues at hand.

—
Actions that could turn Harvard into a 

“political actor rather than an academic 
institution,” according to Faust’s letter, would 
damage the ability of the University to be 
an independent entity with the mission of 
advanced academia and research. However, 
to argue that Harvard does not already hold 
social and political power seems fallible. 
Harvard has long been seen as a leader and 
role model on a global scale. The decisions 
made represent more than just this Ivy-
League school. 

In fact, Harvard has always had 
a political and social influence 
globally that we cannot choose 
to emphasize or ignore at will. 
Each decision or lack thereof 
sends a message that will lend 
itself to further decision making 
at various other institutions. 
While it is important to recognize 
that Harvard’s own students 
will go on to be global leaders 
themselves and therefore absorb 

the statements and actions of their 
alma mater, whether in favor, this 
makes these individuals stronger 
agents. Neutrality is never an 
option in a leader, especially 
when historically we have led by 
example.

Hunter Richards (hrichards@
college.harvard) applauds 
those who worked and 
continue working to address 
these issues on campus and 
beyond.

INDY FORUM
Act Like It, continued.
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I have a confession. I did not watch the 
Super Bowl this year. In fact, I’ve never 
meaningfully watched a Super Bowl in my 

life. In high school at my grandparent’s house, 
I would sit in their bedroom doing homework 
rather than watching football. I have before 
taken pride in not knowing who’s playing.

I sound like a classic intellectual when I 
speak about sports. I usually defend myself 
with a half-baked statement about how I don’t 
hate baseball. But the truth is, I do not reject 
football for its baseness (though it exists) nor 
for the political implications of it (of which 
there are many that merit critique). My 
aversion to football stems from a certain fear 
of association.

When I came to Harvard, I made it a goal to 
seem as un-Texan as possible. I never dressed 
much like people from Dallas, and I liked the 
cold. I’d spent years checking with friends 
from other parts of 
the country to ensure I 
didn’t have an accent, 
and I cringed every time 
I heard the word “y’all.” I 
felt a strange pride when my 
freshman roommate told me she 
thought I was from Pennsylvania.

These conscious acts of de-
Texanization felt like a way for me to 
reinvent myself. I came into preparing to 
live as an out queer person, as radical and 
political. Texan did not seem to fit with that as 
an identity, so I tried simply to take it off and 
forget it was there save for its purpose as the 
butt of an occasional joke. I started adding my 
middle name to my byline wherever possible 
so the Dallas Cowboys cheerleader who shares 
my first and last wouldn’t show up on Google. 
Although I spend a lot of time thinking about 
identity creation and the Texan zeitgeist, I 
always saw myself as removed from it.

Our current political climate, however, has 
made distancing and depoliticizing identity 
more complicated. The Super Bowl was 
held in Texas, a historically red state whose 

Lieutenant Governor tweeted “a man reaps 
what he sows” the morning after the mass 
shooting targeting LGBTQ+ Latinx people at 
Pulse Nightclub in Orlando. In such a place 
of tension, advertisers used Super Bowl 
commercials to preach a message of tolerance 
and diversity to millions of viewers. Yet 
these messages are still through ads, filtered 
through the system, which is ultimately 

responsible for many 
of the dangers faced by 
marginalized people in 
America today.

S i n c e 
leaving home I 
think a lot about 
Texas. I watch 
the rest of the 
country look on, 
awestruck, as Texas 
strips away abortion 
rights and protection 
for LGBTQ+ individuals. I’ve never 
been surprised. I know what it’s like, what 
it’s always been like. Richard Spencer went 
to high school three minutes from the house 
I grew up in. I was born two years before he 
graduated. I have to wonder if he would have 
hated me as much then as he does now.

I cannot separate these realities from my 
identity. I recently read Gloria Anzaldua’s 
Borderlands/La Frontera. The prologue 
explores the story of Texas independence I 
grew up on from the other side and attempts 
to shatter the self-aggrandizement involved 
in the Texan story, a story built on the backs 
of slaves, of Mexicans, of countless black, 
brown, queer, and immigrant bodies that 

never earned a place in my fourth grade 
celebration of Texas Independence 

day.
I am a Texan. When I learned 

where the Super Bowl would be 
held I made a joke about traffic 
because I know those roads, 
know how slow it is coming 
back on the highway from a 
game. I’ve grown less afraid of 

using y’all as a gender-neutral 
way to address a group. This 
choice was not conscious. The 

word simply lost its power to 
scare me. I am no longer as afraid 

to reconcile my origins with my sense of 
self. 

Megan Sims (megansims@college.
harvard.edu) is queer Texan Jew and is 
still learning to take pride in all of those 
identities and their intersections. 

INDY FORUM
You May All Go to Hell

And I will go to Texas.
By MEGAN SIMS
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INDY FORUM

Things to do now that it’s 
finally getting cold outside. 
By EMILY HALL

1. Catch up on Netflix. 
 
Of course, everyone’s first impulse 
when it gets cold is to sit in bed and 
watch Netflix. Maybe this time, watch 
Netflix with a friend instead. Make 
sure you catch Season 2 of Unlikely 
Animal Friends before it leaves Netflix 
on February 15! Or if you want to start 
fresh like the (hopefully) new-fallen 
snow, February is bringing some great 
new content to our favorite streaming 
site, including Finding Dory, Magic Mike, 
and notably, Netflix original series 
VeggieTales in the City. Maybe someone 
can write a review on that for a future 
issue of the Indy!  

2. Actually use the 
creepy basement 
gym in your House. 
 
If you really want to keep up your 
workout routine, but you also don’t 
want to walk all the way to the MAC, 
make use of the House gyms Harvard 
loves to brag about! This way, you won’t 
have to change into your sneakers 
or wear a jacket. While you’re at it, 
explore the other parts of your House’s 
tunnels—there are probably lots of 
things you never knew existed!

3. Do all the readings 
you’ve been putting 
off all semester. 
 
It is only the third week of school so you 
cannot be that far behind…right? 

4. Go ice skating in 
Kendall Square! 
 
The square has a great outdoor 
ice skating rink that’s open to the 
community until March. Show your 
blockmates your figure skating skills 
and maybe next year you can compete 
in “An Evening With Champions.” Bonus 
points if you go to the “ice bocce” 
tournament on February 28. Then, on 
your way back, stop for ice cream at 
Toscanini’s—only true New Englanders 
will eat ice cream at any time of the 
year.

5. Or go to Burdick’s. 
 
Nothing is better than getting a cup of 
the rich, creamy hot chocolate from L.A. 
Burdick’s Handmade Chocolates on a 
snowy day. If you must leave your room, 
I recommend going there.

6. Sled down Widener 
steps on a dining 
hall tray. 
 
Freshmen and sophomores, you’ve 
yet to live through a true Boston 
blizzard—or the endless winter of 2015. 
People were seriously making bets on 
whether the snow would all be gone by 
graduation. They trucked snow out of 
here to the Harvard Forest (who knew 
we had one of those?) because there was 
no more room for it. Alas, we are not on 
track for another such winter, so if we 
get a big snowstorm this winter, take 
advantage of your chance!

Emily Hall (emilyhall@college.harvard.
edu) half feels excited and half wants to 
crawl back in bed every time it snows 
in Cambridge. 

Hoping for a Snow Day! 
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INDY NEWS

In the backdrop of an extremely strict 
immigration reform enacted by the White 
House last week, the JFK Jr. Forum hosted 

a discussion on Friday, February 3, that 
brought a diverse range of perspectives on the 
policy together. The panel comprised David 
French, a staunch conservative writer for the 
National Review; Juliette Kayyem, lecturer in 
international security at Harvard Kennedy 
School; Gil Kerlikowske, Resident Fellow at 
the IOP and Commissioner of US Customs 
and Border Protection; Moshik Temkin, 
professor of History and Public Policy at 
Harvard Kennedy School; and, the moderator, 
Professor R. Nicholas Burns also of Harvard 
Kennedy School. Given that almost half of the 
school’s student population is international, 
its community held an important stake in 
the discussion, rightly reflected in the large 
number of enthused audience members that 
turned out for the event.

The discussion began with three important 
questions that have been raised by the 
executive order: one, was this the right 
policy decision; two, is it being implemented 
effectively; and three, what would be its 
impact on the community at large.

Mr. French articulated that while the policy 
is in itself a mere “baby-step” in the direction 
of a larger overhaul of US security policy, it 
has been effective in hitting the pause button 
at a time of escalating threat. He claimed that 

while the list of seven countries that have 
been included in the order is “defensible”, it 
should have included Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, 
and Russia. “It may not have been the right 
time to mess with the Iraqis, though” he 
added.

Other panelists were far more critical of the 
order. Juliette Kayyem clarified that regardless 
of how strict measures were enacted, they 
would fail to reduce the vulnerability of 
US citizens to zero. The primary source of 

threat, it would appear, is not international 
but domestic. Referring to the increasing 
number of self-radicalized people within the 
US, she said it was perhaps not that bad after 
all, for we have resources to deal with these 
people better than we can with radicalized 
individuals overseas. As a member of the Arab-
American community, she further added that 
Muslim Americans were rightfully angry and 
concerned at an increasingly uncertain time.

While it remains to be seen exactly how 
this policy is rolled out in the coming days, Gil 
Kerlikowske took the opportunity to express 
concerns about what the likely scenario was 
going to be: a disorganized failure. He pointed 
out that the job of border protection agencies 
is not only to keep people safe, but to also 
welcome them to the country. One of those 
two is clearly not being accomplished by this 
order, he said.

Members from the audience got the 
opportunity to ask questions about what 
the order entailed and what it meant for the 
thousands of refugees stranded in Syria. A 
visiting student from Germany asked whether 
it was the right time to even prioritize 
security, and whether the reform sought to 
establish that every single American life is 
more valuable than thousands of Syrians’. 
This sentiment was echoed by Moshik Temkin 
when he expressed concern over the real 
motivations of the order. Pointing to the 
radically bigoted worldview of people now 
in government, he questioned whether the 
narrative of security was merely a façade 
for the real purpose of this policy. This, he 
claimed, was probably to signal to the world 
about the kind of people that were welcome 
here; and, perhaps more importantly, those 
who weren’t.

“It seems to me that the Muslims we are 
turning away are the ones in need. The reason 
we don’t ban Saudi citizens is because they 
contribute to our coffers,” Mr. Temkin said to 
thunderous applause.

Professor Burns ended the discussion by 
pointing out that security was not necessarily 
in line with ethics, for ways to make the US 
most secure can oftentimes deprive people 
of the chance to earn their livelihoods like 
millions of other immigrants have done 
previously. “Immigrants. We get the job done,” 
he said. He also announced that the university 
would continue to mount pressure against 
the executive order, for members of its own 
community stand to lose from its enactment. 
Meanwhile, the JFK Jr. Forum remains an 
active forum for discussions on the political 
environment, having hosted a discussion 
on Presidential Secrecy this Monday and 
with David Farhenthold, a Washington Post 
reporter, on Tuesday.

Fittingly, Harvard—along with seven 
other universities in Massachusetts—filed an 
amicus brief challenging the immigration ban 
on Friday.
Pulkit Agarwal (pulkitagarwal@college.
harvard.edu) hopes to continue 
observing this debate unfold on campus 
in the coming weeks.

Policy
Questioned
at JFK Forum
A discussion on the 
Trump immigration ban.

By PULKIT AGARWAL
“It seems to me that 
the Muslims we are 

turning away are 
the ones in need. 

The reason we don’t 
ban Saudi citizens 

is because they 
contribute to our 

coffers.”
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This week the Indy is launching a new 
podcast called Tell Me More. We are 
talking to undergraduates about the 

people who inspire them: the moms, dads, 
sisters, artists, and superheroes who motivate 
the students who walk by you in the Yard 
every day.  The process of developing Tell Me 
More has introduced me to a variety of people 
whom I otherwise would not have known. I 
hope that listeners will enjoy getting to know 
them as much as I have! The first episode will 
be released on Monday, February 13, 2017. 

It is sometimes easy to forget, while we are here 
at school, slogging away at work, that the people 
around us are pretty great. But it only takes a few 
moments to ask deeper questions, and find new 
inspirations in our peers.

How is the Indy choosing the guests from our 
deep bench of interesting talent at Harvard? I have 
been asking my friends to out their remarkable 
roommates and friends who would be fun to have 
on the show. This has sparked many conversations 
over dinner, psets, and readings about the coolest 
people that everyone knows at Harvard. There is a 
list on my phone that is about 30 people long. The 
challenge remains whom to pick next! 

Our first guest is Miles Counts. Miles is a junior 
in Quincy House studying History & Literature. 

When I connected with him in the first days of 
February he was excited to discuss James Baldwin, 
a famed author and civil rights activist. He wrote 
many essays and novels about race in America and 
particularly about being black in America. Miles 

discovered Baldwin’s writing at a crucial time, a 
time when he had a lot of seemingly unanswerable 
questions about where he, as a black American, fit 
into the national identity. Baldwin’s work inspired 
him not only to write, but also to feel and think 
differently about his heritage and the possibilities 
in his future. 

INDY ART S

By KELSEY O’CONNOR

Tell Me 
More is 
Out This 
Week!
The podcast of the 
Harvard Independent.

Behind the scenes. Francesca Cornero
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Later in the season we will hear from Bushra 
Hamid. A freshman in Straus and a native of 
Houston, Texas, Bushra is passionate about 
storytelling. As the daughter of two Syrian 
immigrants she has always found it important to 
stand up for what she believes in and to support 
Syrian refugees in any way she can. When she 
arrived at Harvard she made it her mission to meet 
a new person every day and has stayed pretty 
close to that goal. She is an excellent listener and 
absorbs all of the stories she can from the people 
she meets, knowing that they propel her to change 
the world. 

Tell Me More has led me across the paths of 
individuals in the music community like Alasdair 
McKenzie and Joe Kerwin who wrote the music 
for Tell Me More. It has connected me with alumni 
who are starting their own podcasts; with Carleen 
Su who will be working with us and is passionate 
about podcasting. I am ever grateful for their 
stirring presences.

The goal of the podcast, to introduce Harvard 
students to one another and to intertwine the 
usually parallel paths that keep us moving in 
an ambitious line, has manifested itself in the 
beautifully tangled making of Tell Me More.  I truly 
hope that you will listen and that your path will 
cross with mine and Miles’s and Bushra’s. See you 
at the intersection.

Kelsey O’Connor (kelseyoconnor@college.
harvard.edu) urges both friends and 
strangers alike to reach out and tell her 
more.

INDY ART S
The New 
Dakotas

Original indie-folk-
rock music by 

Harvard and Tufts 
students.

New EP out on Spotify 
and Apple Music now!
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The heroic stories that filled the 
daydreams of our childhood and 
motivated our aspirations growing up 

are not as often found today among Harvard 
College students separated by concentrations 
and houses and burdened by ambitions and 
grade point averages. Even so, we lived one 
again Sunday night with the Super Bowl 
LI victory the New England Patriots.

I'll be honest, the mellow atmosphere seemed 
to disappoint me at first. We were at Harvard, in 
New England, during probably the biggest sporting 
event of the year, and yet ten minutes into the 
game, the game reverted to the background and 
arbitrary psets became the priority. 

This was the New England Patriots - and Tom 
Brady - the team and the man that I had 
grown up hating for their 
consistent dominance! 
But I was not going to ruin my chance to root 
for a major NFL dynasty, without being called a 
bandwagon fan, simply for the sake of a double-
digit deficit. 

And, by the middle of the third quarter, I was 
feeling it too. I am sure in the most dedicated of 
rooms and watch parties, everyone stayed focused 
and attentive to the game, but play by play the 
energy seemed to be sucked out of each individual 
dorm room, slowly leaking to the common rooms. 

By the end of the game, everything I thought 
I knew had been thrown out the window. After 
watching Brady surgically pick apart a suddenly 
hapless Falcons defense, campus seemed to wake 
up. First came annoyance: "oh now we score... 
great." Followed by typical disbelief: "ok so 
we need two touchdowns and two extra point 
conversions and we need to stop the Atlanta 
Falcons, the league's best offense, to zero points 
the rest of the game – sure..." 

The moment it all changed: the first two-
point conversion. At some level, we had all 
hoped and believed and wished and dreamed 
that this moment would happen. Down 2000-0, 
there is always a chance with Tom Brady at the 
helm. However, at down by 8 points – that belief 
transformed into a sense of divine certainty. 
We were all starting to cling fervently to that 
persevering mantra of Amendola on the sidelines: 
“You gotta believe.”

While we grew more and more excited with each 
completed stop and completion, the miraculous 
heroisms seemed all the more realistic. And with 
that, everything fell into place. Honestly, I think 
I was just as awestruck as the Falcons, when the 

game finally ended - but that, in itself, 
was merely a reflection of 

what was possibly 
the best Super 

Bowl ever 

played. 
Long-time fanatic 
of the Patriots Hailey Novis 
’18, confidently claimed: “While the 
game was emotionally taxing – with the 
beginning being the most depressing – it also was 
the best super bowl ever and the most impressive 
comeback!” (n.b.: Novis has also watched the viral 
video “Brady Pull Me Closer” an alarming number 
of times.)

But the moment James White crossed the 
goal line in overtime, it seemed as if all of Wigg 
B stopped to scream simultaneously. In that 
moment, the reaction represented a strong sense 
of pride in the Boston city, and a sense of exaltation 
that triumphed over fears of pset submission or 
upcoming schoolwork. Walking back to my own 
room, I saw a yard that had not had so many 
people packed within it since opening week, and 
truly felt a general sense of campus connection 
throughout Harvard. 

In the days after, the sense of normalcy quickly 
returned – work, classes, stress, but the lingering 
atmosphere of being home to yet another 
championship team remains everywhere; from 
the completely decked out in Pats gear server 
at El Jefe's to our beloved and loyal workers at 
Annenberg, the spirit of a comeback from behind 
victory is one that nearly everyone can embrace. 

It has been awhile since Harvard-Yale took 
the campus by storm; here, however, our whole 
student body wasn't packed into one large 
stadium, but instead sectioned off naturally. 
Friends watched with friends, or family, or those 
in their entryway or houses. And the sense of 
camaraderie that arouses is comparable to the 
pure Harvard sprit generated during the big game. 
The New England Patriots usually represent the 
sense of perfection/near-perfection we mentally 
seem to strive for. However, sometimes it's nice to 
see a looming L turn into a W – something that 
anyone, on any campus, can get behind. 

Tushar Dwivedi (tushar_dwivedi@college.
harvard.edu) is glad to be here for all the 
post-victory bliss.

INDY sports

Super Bowl LI at 
Harvard.
By TUSHAR DWIVEDI

You’ve 
Got to 
Believe
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INDY sports

The 65th playing of the Beanpot Hockey 
Tournament features the pitting of four 
Boston school teams against each other 

in a competition that is characteristic of New 
England sports. As Harvard, Northeastern, 
Boston University and Boston College all 
made their way to TD Garden on the first 
Monday of February, both loyal school fans 
and hockey purists alike joined them. The T 
was packed with students sporting both their 
respective team’s gear and the unmistakable 
mark of the Patriots – distinguishing the 
true Boston natives from the rest. But both 
had come to watch the matchups of Harvard 
v. Northeastern and BU v. BC in the Men’s 
Beanpot Semifinals. 

Upon arrival at the Garden for the Harvard 
game at 5pm, one might pause at the dominating 
color combo of yellow and black over anything 
crimson. Indeed, the large majority of seats were 
left empty to remind everyone that we were 
visitors in the home of the Bruins. While such 
an athletic legacy is inspiring to some, the slow 
fulfillment of those same seats as time came closer 
to the BU v. BC game was disheartening for the 
number of Harvard students in attendance. And 

yet, those who did come out to witness the defeat 
of Northeastern made sure to cheer with the band, 
fly the flag, and jeer unfavorable calls. 

The first of the three periods on the ice 
provided little excitement for the fans. No goals 
were made by either team though plays moved 
quickly back and forth. It seemed the Harvard team 
offense simply needed a little warming up though 
goaltender Merrick Madsen skillfully stopped 
six shots on goal. For much of the second period, 
Harvard kept Northeastern on the defensive and 
Alexander Kerfoot scored a celebrated goal at 
13:50. However, that celebration was cut short 
when, five minutes later, Northeastern’s Adam 
Gaudette reciprocated in the culmination of a 
power play and the period ended 1-1. 

The No. 4/5 ranked Harvard team came in 
strong to the third period as the band played “Ten 
Thousand Men of Harvard” and students sang 
along with the familiar verse (not the Latin one, 
for the most part). The second Harvard goal was 
decisively scored by Clay Anderson after a few 
minutes of attempts on the Northeastern net. A 
broken stick on the ice displayed Harvard’s good 
use of body defense while the puck was kept in 
play. The third goal by Tyler Moy drew fans to 

their feet as a rough pile on at the net resulted in a 
lengthy referee discussion behind the glass. It was 
at this point that Harvard supporter Emelia Vigil 
’18 fully subscribed to the excitement of hockey. 
Vigil admits that though hockey has not been one 
of the main sports she watched in the past, she 
was “excited to see the first Harvard game,” and 
“loved the speed and strategies of the athletes.” 
She cheered particularly loudly when the refs 
awarded the third Harvard goal and called the 
play good. 

The Crimson, now confident in their 3-1 lead 
made a quick turnaround to boost the differential 
with Luke Esposito scoring the fourth goal. 
At 4-1 more than halfway through the final 
period, Harvard’s victory seemed certain. But 
Northeastern was able to shake that confidence 
with 2 more goals as another stick broke in the 
action, penalties were called, and players ended 
up sliding into the net. Still, Madsen saved four 
shots in the last minute of the game as the Huskies 
played a man up on the ice and an empty net to 
make that final push. And thus, Harvard made it 
to the finals for the first time since 2008 with a 
competitive and determined team.

The triumphant Crimson will play again next 
Monday against the winner of the BU v. BC game: 
the BU Terriers. 

Caroline Cronin (ccronin01@college.
harvard.edu) wishes the Harvard team luck 
in next Monday’s matchup!

Harvard in 65th Beanpot.

By CAROLINE CRONIN

Crimson 
on Ice

The Crimson in the Garden on Feb. 7th. Francesca Cornero
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captured and shot

Like students emerging from Northwest Labs, even 
deep sea mammals can make their way into the light.

By FRANCESCA CORNERO


